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Prepace. 

THE purpose of this volume is to give to present 
members a brief account of the formation and 
development of the Society. Particulars concerning 
its early years have been compiled from sparsely-written 
records, lacking the details needful to give coherence to the 
story. 

With one exception the whole of the Pioneers have 
passed away, so that much which would have interested, 
so far as personal reminiscence is concerned, is altogether 
out of reach. The writer has endeavoured to avoid too 
much detail, which has the danger of becoming wearisome. 
Much information in a concise form may be obtained by 
a perusal of the lists of Committee-men and Officials, with 
the years of their service, and also the statistical table of 
receipts, interests and dividends paid, &c., &c., upon which 
much time and care has been spent to secure complete 
accuracy. Balance sheets for the years 1857 to 1875 in- 
clusive could not be found, but books were discovered which 
have, by patient research, enabled the correct figures for 
those years to be grouped. Since 1876 the yearly state- 
ments are complete. 

The suggestion that a short history of Roy ton itself 
might prove an acceptable accompaniment is responsible for 
the last chapter in the volume. If what appears therein 
interests the readers, they may obtain fuller information 
by reading up local history, which will be doubtless obtain- 
able in our town library. 

Thanks are due to many past workers who are still 
with us, and also to the families of many who have passed 
away, for photographs, which will help to make this book 
more acceptable and valuable by their adornment of its pages. 

Thomas Burton. 
Royton, August 20th, 1907, 
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"The greatest achievement of the Co-operative Movement and 
this was its hope for the future — had been that it had taught self- 
respect and self-reliance, had made the working people trust one 
another more, had developed in them business capacity, and had 
brought them out of their own selves, and given them to understand 
that man did not rightly live unto himself alone." 

— Philip Snowden, M.P. 

"We should so live and labour in our time that what came to us 
as seed may go to the next generation as blossom, and what came to 
us as blossom may go to them as fruit. This is what we mean by 
Progress." 

— Henry Ward Beecher. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Initiation and Early Experiences, 

1857 to 1868. 

CHE year 1857, in which the Society was inaugurated, 
was a. time of great political and social agitation. 
Royton was noted for its advanced opinions on the 
questions of the day. Many working men had strong convic- 
tions and also the courage to declare them. The previous 
decade (1840-50) had seen four of these people arrested and 
incarcerated in gaol for association with the Chartist move- 
ment. No wonder that a people, keenly on the lookout for 
anything which would tend to their improvement socially, 
morally, materially, and intellectually, should fasten their 
attention on the Co-operative movement. Its principles at 
this time were leavening with their benign influence the 
whole of the surrounding district — to the north was Rochdale, 
the birthplace of distributive Co-operation ; to the south, 
Oldham, with its two societies ; Crompton to the east, and 
Middleton to the west, all possessing organisations making 
steady progress. 

After watching the development of these societies and 
making close inquiry and investigation, a meeting was called, 
to be held at the house of Mrs. Mellor, Fleet Street (now 
51, Middleton Road), to discuss the question of establishing 
a society at Royton. It is said that earlier attempts had 
been made to plant the movement in the village, but 
unsuccessfully. However this may be, there can be no 
doubt about the determination of the eighteen persons who 
assembled at the first meeting, held in May, 1857. The 
first resolution, appointing a Chairman, reads rather signifi- 
cantly; it was not a mere perfunctory appointment over 
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that meeting, but ran as follows: "That Thomas Coales 
be elected President of this Society.** The second resolution 
was as follows : " That we form a Co-operative Society in 
this village, if possible an independent Society; if that 
should fail, then a Branch from Oldham." 

The mutuality existing in the movement, and which has 
been such a help to numberless societies during the past 
half century, was in strong evidence at the establishment 
of this Society in the shape of a deputation of gentlemen 
sent by the Oldham Industrial Co-operative Society to give 
information and help as might be needed. This deputation 
promised to form a branch of the Oldham Society, in the 
event of non-success in the establishment of what the 
resolution called an "independent" or separate and locally- 
governed organisation. 

The following five persons were appointed an Executive 
Committee: Charles Coates, David Burton, Thomas Lee, 
Thomas Coates, and Edward Shaw. 

After the appointment of Henry Wrigley as Treasurer, 
and the passing of a resolution : "That each member pay one 
shilling within a week of their entrance," the meeting was 
adjourned for a few days. The meetings continued to be 
held at the house in Fleet Street until the Society secured 
tenancy of premises for itself, Mrs. Mellor stoutly refusing 
to receive any monetary consideration for the use of her 
premises. 

The second meeting, held on May 20th, 1857, agreed 
to adopt the rules of the Oldham King Street Society as 
they stood, and authorised the printing of copies, to be sent 
on to Mr. John Tidd Pratt, the Registrar General, for 
certification. 

The first cash receipt entered in the Treasurer's book 
was on May 18th, 1857, and amounted to 18s.; the next, 
on July 3rd, was 7s., both presumably entrance fees. 
Whether under some obligation or not to raise a fixed sum 
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of money by July 26th, is not very clear from the records, 
but five persons were specially appointed to receive 
money to be raised by that day, three of the ^we. being 
deputed to personally wait upon the members on the after- 
noon of the said 26th, to see what they would pay. The 
Treasurer's book records the receipt on that eventful night 
of £21. Henry Wrigley, Joseph Kershaw, and Abraham 
Stott promised to find the remainder of the money required 
to set the Society going, five per cent per annum to be paid 
as interest on the sums advanced. When this offer to 
finance the project was announced, a great shout was made; 
the tension of weeks was relieved, and success seemed 
assured. These eager souls could barely rest. The night 
following found them appointing a deputation to look out 
for a shop, fixing a larger Committee to carry out the 
project. A couple of days later orders were given for scales 
and weights, canisters, coffee mill, couple of knives — large 
and small, &c., &c. In the midst of all these preparations 
the certificate of registration of rules arrived. The objects 
of the Society were set forth in the rules as follows: "To 
raise, by voluntary subscriptions of its members, a fund for 
better enabling them to purchase food, firing, clothes, and 
other necessaries, by carrying on in common the trade or 
business of grocers and dealers." 

The first meeting of the Society after the receipt of 
the certified rules was held on August 14th, 1857, at Mrs. 
Mellor*s house, when the following Committee and Officers 
were appointed. Committee-men: John Mellor, Edward 
Shaw, Charles Coates, John Kershaw, Abraham Stott, and 
William Schofield. Secretary : Thomas Lee. Treasurer : 
Henry Wrigley. Auditors : Joseph Wrigley and David 
Burton. Trustees: John Smith, Joseph Kershaw, and John 
Mellor. The Trustees were required, because at that time 
and until the passage of the Industrial and Provident 
Societies Act, 1862, Co-operative Societies had not the 
power to hold land or houses in their corporate capacity* 
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The rules gave power to the Trustees to sit with the Com- 
mittee of Management, take part in their proceedings, and 
vote on any question under discussion. The Trustees 
frequently attended the Committee Meetings, and often- 
times one of their number would preside. At that time 
each meeting elected its own chairman. 

The first set of rules provided: "That, as far as possible, 
the business should be conducted for ready money; in no 
case should credit be allowed for more than a week, and 
such credit not to exceed three-fourths of the value of the 
member's share or shares." This allowance was deleted in 
a later revision of rules, and since 1865 the business of the 
Society has been conducted for ready money. 

The same meeting fixed the shop hours, viz., Saturdays, 
3 to 11 p.m., other days, 6-30 p.m. to 10 p.m.; also the 
shop servants, Ann Kershaw, Charles Coates, and Joseph 
Wolstencroft. Various Committee-men were told off, one 
to season tea canisters, another to purchase weights, another 
to attend to the Excise Office "to execute the necessary 
business;" the Secretary and John Mellor being delegated 
to see William Booth Lees, of Oldham Industrial Society, 
as to system of book-keeping. All these preparations were 
being made, and nothing as yet definitely settled as to where 
the shop should be. There is evidence that the fixing of the 
locality in which the shop should be opened was a thorny 
matter, and some feeling manifested itself in connection 
therewith. After a visit made by three appointed persons 
to two shops in High Street, and one on Gravel (St. Paul's 
Street), the adjourned general meeting, held on August 
25th, 1857, resolved: "That the Society take Joseph Seville's 
shop in Sandy Lane, and purchase the fixtures as low and 
as early as possible." A sign was ordered to read as 
follows : " Royton Industrial Co-operative Society, enrolled 
under Act of Parliament." A safe was purchased and fixed 
in the Boardroom upstairs, good substantial locks were 
ordered to be fixed upon the doors, and on September 16th 
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it was resolved, under a feeling of proprietorship the Com- 
mittee had not experienced before : " That all the property 
of this Store be brought down to-night to the storeroom." 

Shopkeeping had now commenced in earnest. A 
vigorous oversight was exercised by the Committee, the 
smallest requisites were only purchased under the authority 
and resolution of the Committee, such resolutions as the 
following being of frequent occurrence : " That John Mellor 
be instructed to purchase a butter knife and a treacle spoon 
and pot;" "That Henry Wrigley fit up a shelf;" "That 
we purchase a stool from Joseph Seville, broker;" "That 
we purchase one shilling's worth of blacking from Oldham." 

It was soon discovered that it would be of advantage to 
have a permanent shopman, for the purpose of having the 
shop open in the day time, and attending to the purchasing 
of goods as directed by the Committee, this being a work 
they had discharged among themselves so far. On 
September 23rd, 1857, it was decided to advertise for a 
permanent shopman, application to be made by letter, in own 
handwriting, and endorsed on the back of the envelope. 
Before making the appointment the wages were fixed at 
14s. per week for a commencement, the shopman to give 
bond of the amount of £20. 

On October 7th, David Burton was elected shopman 
with the aforesaid wage, and subject to the above said bond. 
An abstract of the Act of Parliament under which the 
Society was enrolled was procured, and a daily newspaper 
ordered, so that in matters of both law and market fluctua- 
tions the Committee might be well posted, the newspapers 
to be supplied being the Manchester Examiner three days a 
week, and the Manchester Guardian three days, alternating 
daily, if convenient. 

It seems strange to record that after the arduous labour 
of establishing the Society, and the determination and energy 
shown by these pioneers, slackness or lethargy soon mani- 
fested itself. In November one of the Committee withdrew 
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from the Society, and the Secretary was instructed to send 
a note to all the Committee-men, saying, that for non- 
attendance the penalty fixed by rule (twopence) would be 
inflicted. The first meeting after this notice had been sent 
it was resolved to call the roll at eight o'clock each Board 
night, and anyone absent, and no apology having been sent, 
should be fined. No payment was as yet made to Com- 
mittee-men for their services. 

With the appointment of a shopman the purchasing of 
goods was left to him, after the Committee had approved the 
order sheet. Oftentimes the resolutions giving the authority 
to purchase had words such as these attached : " The 
quantity shall be left to his own discretion, but he must 
proceed with it in every respect to the best advantage.** 
Or again : " Matters like these he shall purchase, keeping in 
view at the same time a due regard to the interests of the 
Society." Thus the need of caution and prudence in 
purchasing was kept before the shopman. 

The general meeting, held in January, 1858, declared 
the first dividend at 4d. in the £, and, after electing the 
Committee and Officers for the year, fixed the Committee's 
salary at 3d. each per week, the Secretary Is. per week, and 
the Treasurer 6d. per week. Hitherto the fixing and regula- 
ting of the prices at which goods should be sold had been 
the prerogative of the Committee, and much time had been 
taken up by it. Early in 1858 it was agreed to grant this 
power to the shopman, but strictly subject to the inspection 
and direction of the Committee. The steady inflow of 
capital called forth a resolution in February : *• That in 
future all money invested in the Society must be in shares 
and not as lent money." 

The first quarterly payment of Committee and Officers* 
wages was ordered on March 24th, and amounted exactly 
to £2 conjointly, less Is. 9d. deducted as fines for non- 
attendance of Committee-men. 
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The value of stock on March 21st, 1858, was in ware- 
house, £137. 14s. l^d.; in shop, £42. 16s. 6Jd.; or a total of 
£180. 10s. 8d. This stocktaking was twice gone through, 
the first time for some reason was not satisfactory, and it 
was decided to retake it the following (Sunday) morning. 

The shopman's first visit to Manchester took place, by 
instruction from the Committee, on Tuesday, May 26th, 
1858, when he was to go in company with the shopman of 
the Oldham Co-operative Society, ostensibly for introduction 
to and guidance in the market. The Society's first dealings 
with the Rochdale Co-operative Corn Mill took place in 
this year, and continued down to its recent purchase by the 
Co-operative Wholesale Society. 

About twelve months after the commencement of the 
Society an effort was made by the shopkeepers of the 
township to bring about a curtailment of the hours of 
business then in vogue. The Society supported the effort 
by endorsing the appeal and observing its declaration as to 
future hours of business. The following is a copy of a 
printed notice issued, signed by a representative of the 
Society and fifty other shopkeepers. 

" Notice. 
"We, the undersigned, shopkeepers, &c., of the township 
of Royton, being fully convinced that the late hour in the 
evening to which we have hitherto conducted our business, 
is neither conducive to health, nor to the wise economy in 
the burning of gas, &c. ; and, being further convinced that 
the wants of the public might be equally as well served 
without our being at the necessity of keeping our shops 
open for fifteen hours, and sometimes seventeen hours in 
the day, have fully resolved to close our shops at an earlier 
hour in the evening. 

"We therefore trust that the inhabitants generally, 
and the factory operatives particularly, who have ever been 
noted for their advocacy of short hours of labour, and who 
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have now for a long time enjoyed the blessings of the same, 
will second our efforts by making their purchases earlier, 
thereby placing at our disposal a few more leisure hours for 
recreation, amusement, and instruction, and enabling us to 
follow the good example of the shopkeepers of Oldham and 
other surrounding towns. 

" We, the undersigned, therefore hereby give public 
notice that on and after Monday next, August 9th, 1858, we 
intend to close our places of business each day as follows : 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 9 o'clock ; 
Friday, 10 o'clock; and Saturday, 11 o'clock." 



Six months after the issue of the above notice the 
Society again curtailed its hours by closing on Saturday 
nights at 10 o'clock. Frequent alterations have been made 
from time to time, until to-day, reckoning from closing time 
each day, the Society's servants are 17^ hours per week 
better fixed than were those of 1858. 

The Society was a contributor to the funds of the 

Royton Agricultural Society, which at this time was holding 

occasionally a very fair show. The method of disposing of 

the complimentary ticket was by selling it to the highest 

bidder, 

1859-61. 

Much of the initial and detail work having now been 
either fully accomplished or passed into the hands of the 
shopman, the Committee had opportunities of taking wider 
outlooks and examining things outside the four walls of the 
Boardroom. Three members of the Committee were 
appointed to act as an Inspection Committee, whose duty 
it was to go round once a week at least, and " bring out 
into the market all articles depreciating in value, and sell 
them at such a price as their good sense and judgment 
shall dictate, subject of course to the Directors ; to whom, 
let it be distinctly remembered, all officers owe their 
authority and privileges." 
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The first insurance of the Society's stock in trade was 
effected in March, for a sum covering not less than £300. 

Perhaps no better evidence could be given of the way 
the Society was ingratiating itself into the confidence of 
the people, than by recording its ability to repay all loans 
or borrowed money within the short space of one year and 
seven months from its establishment, which it was able to 
do in the month of May, through the steady growth of its 
share capital. 

One of our present day controversies, ever and anon 
cropping up at conferences, or in letters to the Co-operative 
News and other issues in the movement, is the relation of 
the movement to political questions. From the records of 
the Society it seems that soon after its establishment this 
matter forced itself to the front, as on May 25th the 
following minute was passed by the Committee : " That all 
discussions and considerations on political questions shall 
be hereby and hereafter prohibited our shopman, directors, 
trustees, private members, non-members, and officers of 
this Society during shop hours." This resolution, while 
not touching the general or specific relationship of the two 
subjects, was doubtless intended to check the tendency to 
their amalgamation. 

The first investment of surplus capital was made in 
1859, when £40 sterling was deposited in the Rochdale 
Co-operative Manufacturing Society, and £20 sterling in 
the Oldham Co-operative Manufacturing Society. The 
Society not being able to lawfully hold these investments 
in its corporate capacity, the Rochdale investment was 
placed in the names of Joseph Kershaw, John Smith, 
John Mellor, and Thomas Coates ; and the Oldham invest- 
ment in the names of Thomas Lee, James Baron, Abraham 
Stott, and George Kershaw. 

Probably some intimation w^as about this time made to 
the Committee that it was necessary to have the name of a 
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person attached to their signboard ; in opening the shop in 
1857 they resolved: "That no name be attached over the 
door." Under authority of a minute passed in July, a 
small additional sign was attached bearing the following 
inscription : " George Kershaw and Co., licensed dealers in 
tea, coffee, &c " 

The business of the Society was growing at this time, 
and suggestions were put forth about employing some 
assistance for the shopman. The majority of the Com- 
mittee were of opinion that additional expense was not 
justified by the business then doing, and, after detailing 
several suggestions for the consideration of the shopman, 
as to the regulation of the making up of articles, &c., the 
minutes finished up with the dictum : " For in the economising 
of our expenditure we shall find our prosperity." A few 
months after this decision additional assistance was found 
necessary, and provision made for two days a week at the 
sum of 3s. per day. 

To assist in spreading a knowledge of the movement in 
general, and the Society in particular, a tea party was 
arranged in September, 1860, when Mr. Isaac Hoyle, a 
Mr. Jagger, of Rochdale, and Mr. William Marcroft, of 
Oldham, were invited to deliver short addresses on Co- 
operation. Mr. Isaac Hoyle was a rather fluent and earnest 
speaker, he was one of the Royton men imprisoned for 
Chartist speeches, &c., already referred to in this book. 

In the year 1861 much headway was made, the invest- 
ments of surplus capital were increased, the insurance of 
the Society's stock and fixtures was largely augmented, the 
first permanent assistant shopman (John Butterworth, of 
Holdenfold) was appointed, two additional directors were 
added (making eight of a Committee), and the purchase of 
the premises occupied by the Society and two neighbours 
was also accomplished. 
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The property purchased stood upon a portion of a plot 
of land originally indentured for 999 years to Miles Meadow- 
croft, fustian manufacturer, by Sir Joseph RadclifFe, of 
Milnsbridge House, in the County of York, *• on the Thirty- 
first day of July, in the Fifty-fifth Year of the Reign of 
King George the Third, and in the Year of our Lord One 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifteen." It was bought by 
the Society from Chadwick Seville and others, and conveyed 
to John Smith, Sandy Lane, shoemaker; John Mellor, 
Fleet Street, newsagent; and Joseph Kershaw, Royton 
Mill, overlooker of power looms, the Trustees of the 
Society, the price paid being £320. The Society had been 
in existence four years when it thus assumed the role of 
ownership. 

1862-66. 

The year 1862 and its immediate successors were years 
of testing. The cotton famine caused great distress, and 
people who were poor enough before became poorer still. 
It could not be otherwise than that the Society should 
suffer through the depletion of the purchasing power of its 
members; yet, strange to say, that while its receipts for 
goods diminished over £1,300 in one year, the share capital 
in the same period increased £300, showing conclusively 
that the people who were fortunate to have money to invest 
had abounding confidence in the stability of the Society. 
It is pleasing to be able to record that the Society periodi- 
cally contributed to the relief funds established in the village 
during these times of stress. 

In July, 1862, both the head shopman and assistant 
resigned, and permanence in the case of the principal shop- 
man was some time in being established. Mr. Thomas Lee 
filled the place for a few weeks, then Mr. Henry Mellor, 
but in September both these gentlemen emigrated to British 
Columbia, and Mr. Travis Buckley was appointed head 
shopman, and David Wolstencroft assistant, these appoint- 
ments continuing about fifteen months in each case. 
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During the year 1862 a further development took place 
in the Industrial and Provident Societies Act. Co-operative 
Societies were recognised as Corporations, having power to 
hold land and houses under limited liability. This altera- 
tion in the law was immediately taken advantage of, and on 
December 15th a resolution was passed to erase the words 
"Enrolled under Act of Parliament" from our sign, and 
substitute the word " Limited." 

The metallic check system was first put into operation 
on September 4th, 1862, and continued until superseded in 
July, 1895, by the present "Climax System." Although 
the metallic system of checking was looked upon as being 
both easy and convenient, it was soon discovered that, for 
want of care on the part of members, discrepancies of a 
serious nature were occurring, and a resolution was passed 
asking the members to see that their checks were right, as 
no mistakes would be rectified after once leaving the shop. 
This intimation was considered to be worth more than a 
passing notice, for it had to be painted upon a sign and 
displayed in the shop permanently. 

The Society's connection with the Co-operative Whole- 
sale Society dates from October, 1863, when a delegate was 
sent to the general meeting of the North of England 
Co-operative Wholesale Industrial and Provident Society 
Limited (by which name it was then known), with power to 
pay Is. per member for 150 members; if that could not be 
accepted, then 1 s. for 1 75. This Federation of Co-operative 
Societies was just being formed. It was enrolled on August 
11th, 1863, and commenced business on March 14th, 1864, 
its object being : (a) To enhance the profits of Co-operation 
by buying commodities required, with ready money, in 
quantities sufficiently large to command the best markets, 
thereby diminishing the cost of distribution by bringing the 
producer and consumer into more immediate contact; 
{h) To consolidate and extend the movement by enabling 
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small societies to purchase their goods on the most advanta- 
geous terms, thus securing them from imposition in the 
days of their infancy and inexperience. Ready money was 
declared as the unalterable basis of its business. The 
Royton Society has been a good supporter of the Wholesale 
Society. In the first full year, 1865, the Wholesale Society 
did business Royton Society spent £616. Last year, 1906, 
we spent over £26,300 with them. 

Early in 1864 Mr. Travis Buckley tendered his resignation 
as head shopman, an advertisement was placed in the 
Manchester Examiner and Guardian for a shopman at 20s» 
per week. There were 62 applications, including a Royton 
lady, who was in the semi-final ballot, the ultimate choice 
resting upon Mr. William Brierley, of Heywood. The 
appointment was of short duration, and on April 7th Mr. 
Robert Kershaw, the Secretary, was appointed shopman 
and held the position for about five years. 

Under the rules five Arbitrators were required to decide 
in matters of dispute between any member or person 
claiming under, or on account of a member, and the Com- 
mittee of Management. These Arbritrators must be persons 
not interested directly or indirectly in the funds of the 
Society, the following local gentlemen were appointed : 
Wentworth Whitaker, Lower House ; John Buckley, Park 
Lane House ; John Heap, Chapel Lane ; William Bentley, 
Park Road ; and John Pickering, Park Road. After the 
abolition of this office some of these persons became 
members of the Society. 

The membership of the Society was practically stationary 
during the years of the Cotton Panic, not much development 
could reasonably be expected in those trying times, but soon 
after the " famine " was over things began to spring into 
activity. 

The April quarterly meeting in 1866 decided that 
preparations should be made for extending the business, and 
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a Building Committee was shortly after appointed, consisting 
of Joseph Kershaw, Luke Dunkerley, and Robert Kershaw, 
"to extend the front of our building as far as the Local 
Board will allow," meaning by this to bring out the front of 
the premises (which were built well back) to the edge of the 
footpath in Sandy Lane as it is at present. 

The Late Mr. John Adam Kershaw was appointed Clerk 
of Works during the alterations, at 4d. per hour. It was 
these extensions which enabled the Committee to provide a 
small newsroom, to which reference will be found in the 
section of this book dealing with Educational matters. 
These alterations to the shops proved to have been made in 
time for the flowing tide of a great prosperity, which 
doubtless the Committee felt must follow the stagnation of 
the preceding years. 

1867. 

During this year the progress made might be termed 
almost phenomenal. The membership increased from 274 
to 379, and the receipts for goods from £5,957 to £8,931. 
The share deposits were also increased from £4,005 to £5,844. 
The Society was able to considerably augment its investment 
of surplus capital until it reached a total of £3,000 reinvested 
capital in various concerns — a no mean achievement for a 
Society of working men who, short of ten years before, had 
not sufficient capital of their own to establish a small shop. 
It was in January, 1867, that the Tuesday afternoon holiday 
for Employees was established, the shops closing at one 
o'clock. There were four shopmen and assistants at this 
time, viz., Robert Kershaw, James Halliwell, George Holden, 
and James Alfred Whittaker. 

It has been said that most things come to those who 
wait, probably the Committee, which presided over the 
destinies of the Society at this time, realised a modicum of 
truth in the saying when the July quarterly meeting raised 
their salary from 3d. a week (fixed nine years before) to 4d. 
per week each for their duties — these duties could neither be 




Sanuv Lane Shop. 



Initiation and Early Experiences, 1857 to 1868, 33 

regarded as few or insignificant. No move seems to have 
been made nor even the introduction of any fresh article for 
sale permitted without the consideration and determination 
of the Committee as the following resolutions show : " That 
the shopman enter into the pot business according to his 
own discretion." " That we begin selling figs and Valencia 
raisins." 

Occasionally, minutes were passed the record of which, 
though amusing to present readers, would no doubt appear 
serious enough to the framers, for example : " That if our 
Check Clerk feels anxious to play him on Whit- Friday he 
may do so," or a more ominous one at least for the Check 
Boy: "That the Check Boy be called up the next time the 
Committee meets, just to have a few instructions given him." 

The payments made to Committee-men for delegations 
or special work at this time are shown in the following 
minutes: "That we deposit £100 in the Rochdale Manu- 
facturing Society, John Kershaw and James Butterworth 
to take it — remuneration, 6d. each." " That John Stansfield 
has 9d. for remuneration for going to Stakehill with prints 
to be bleached." 

A minute passed on June 29th, 1868, reading as follows : 
"That the Shopman buy one sack of ground down flour, 
same to be sold at 2s. 8d. per peck," is interesting as showing 
the difference in price then and now, the same article and 
weight is to-day being sold for Is. 4d., or exactly half price. 

The first reduction in capital made by the Society was 
in March, 1868, when the maximum amount a member 
could hold in shares was reduced from £100 to £60, all non- 
purchasers being requested to withdraw as interest on their 
balances would cease at the end of the quarter. 
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CHAPTER II. 



General History, 1869 to 1907. 

CHE history of the Society since 1869 is largely one 
of expansion and development, dealt with in a later 
section of this book, detailing the opening of branch 
shops and the establishment of new departments, so that 
what remains here to be recorded are matters more of 
general than particular interest, and only call for brief 
reference. 

Since 1869 the Co-operative Union Limited has been 
holding annual congresses. The Society has not taken a 
very active interest in these congresses hitherto ; it was 
represented, however, at the Manchester Congress held in 
1878, when Messrs. Samuel Riley, Thomas Kitchen, and 
James Piatt were delegated to attend one day each, Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday respectively, the Marquis of Ripon, 
the Bishop of Manchester, and Dr. John Watts being the 
daily Presidents in the order named. Again, in 1885, when 
the Congress was held in Oldham, under the Presidency of 
Lloyd Jones, Esq., of London, and Messrs. Frank Hardern 
and Lewis Feber, both of Oldham, the Society was repre- 
sented by Mr. Samuel Riley, its President, and Mr. Charles 
Heath, a member of the Committee, the Society subscribing 
the sum of £25 towards Congress expenses. Since 1885 no 
representative has been sent to Congress until the present 
year, 1907, when the members sent their full complement of 
three delegates to Preston Congress — James Buckley, 
George Schofield, and Joseph Howarth being appointed. 

In 1871 the Society agreed to take up shares in the 
Star Corn Mill Limited, Oldham. The promoters of this 
Mill were chiefly members of the two Oldham Co-operative 
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Societies, and for a time its management was by a Com- 
mittee selected from the Oldham Industrial and Oldham 
Equitable Societies. In 1876 its rules were revised and 
the Committee fixed at nine persons, four to be selected 
from Oldham and hwe from societies outside. In the year 
1877, and again in 1879, Royton Society nominated a 
member of its Committee for a seat on the Star Board, but 
without success; another attempt in this direction was 
made a few years ago, but with no better result. The 
Society has always given a good support to the Mill, which 
had a very successful career. A short time ago it was sold 
to the Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited. The result 
of the voluntary winding up of the concern enabled the 
liquidators to pay the sum of £1. 16s. 2d. for every £1 
share ; the Royton Society, in addition to its share invest- 
ment, receiving the sum of £565. 16s. 8d., which the 
members agreed to place to reduction of fixed stock. 

In 1874 the Committee recommended the taking up of 
shares in the Co-operative Insurance Society Limited, which 
had then been in operation about six years. The shares 
were allotted and are still held. The whole of the Society's 
risks are insured in this office. The annual premiums 
30ver £9,910, against fire to buildings, fixtures, and stock in 
trade, £500 on fidelity policies covering principal servants, 
and the whole of the risks recently imposed by the new 
Acts for compensation to workpeople for accidents, &c. 

The July quarterly meeting, 1879, appointed five 
persons, viz., Messrs. Ernest Longbottom, Benjamin R. 
Priestley, Thomas Burton, William Hawksworth, and Hamlet 
Cocker, to revise the rules, with a view to bringing them up 
to date and for the purpose of enlarging the scope of the 
Society's operations. Provisions were made for opening a 
small savings bank, the election of a separate Committee for 
educational purposes, and for the holding of an intermediate 
meeting for members between each quarterly general 
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meeting, under the title of an ordinary meeting. This new 
meeting was not executive in its powers, but was for the 
purpose of explaining the principles and rules of the Society, 
discussing its affairs, and suggesting improvements or 
alterations for the guidance of the Committee, &c. The 
revisors thought that such a democratic provision would be 
speedily welcomed, but the meeting cannot in any sense be 
said to be popular even yet, and suggestions have occasionally 
been made for its discontinuance. 

At times some strange things have happened and pain- 
ful scenes been witnessed at quarterly meetings. Perhaps 
the most stirring were witnessed in the July, 1884, quarterly 
meeting, held in the Society's Large Room on Rochdale 
Road. Some recent events had needlessly shaken the 
confidence of a few members in the Committee of Manage- 
ment, and they were determined to make some changes, or 
to use their own expression, " have some new blood.'' They 
so far carried the meeting with them that it was decided 
that in future the words " eligible for re-election " must not 
be attached to the nomination of a retiring Committee-man 
or officer who was seeking re-election. Happily this bad 
feeling was somewhat overcome by the acceptance of the 
above resolution, and before the conclusion of the meeting 
a motion was made, seconded, and carried, expressing the 
fullest confidence in the Committee. 

Oftentimes the Society has been called upon to assist 
in times of distress brought about by lack of work and other 
causes. In 1885 a very praiseworthy sacrifice was made 
by the Committee at the September stocktaking, in giving 
up their stocktaking tea and contributing its cost to the 
local soup kitchen, which was operating at that time. This 
action of the Committee was supplemented by the members 
in meeting assembled, authorising the distribution of a sum 
not exceeding £5 per week among the distressed members 
of the Society, the mode and duration of the distribution 
being left with the Committee of Management. 
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After subscribing for several years to the funds of 
the Central Board, the Society became members in 
1889 of the Co-operative Union Limited — a Federation of 
Co-operative Societies joined together for the purpose of 
propaganda or defence. The Union assists its members by 
advice and instruction in their literary, legal, or commercial 
requirements. It has done much useful work in legal and 
Parliamentary matters, and did much to focus matters in 
resisting the recent attempted boycott of Co-operators in 
some of our large towns. There are district associations 
formed out of this Union which hold quarterly conferences. 
About every four years these conferences for the Oldham 
district are held at Royton, and some very useful papers 
are read and discussed. 

In 1894 a special meeting of members reduced the 
interest chargeable on loans to members under the building 
rules from five per cent to four per cent. Up to this time, 
although the department had been in existence three years, 
no application had been made. After this reduction of 
interest, as will be seen from the statistical form in this 
book, applications came in which not only arrested the 
continued reductions in capital, but have formed such an 
outlet for capital, with good security, that the maximum 
amount which a member may now hold is again up to £50. 
The maximum amount which a member could hold in the 
shares of the Society has varied as follows : — 

£ 

August, 1857, to March, 1868 100 

March, 1868, reduced to 60 

October, 1880, „ 50 



»» 
»> 
»> 



1882, „ 40 

1884, „ 30 

1888, „ 20 

1894, „ 15 

1897, advanced to 20 

July, 1900, „ 25 

1907, „ 50 
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Many very important changes were made in 1895. 
Early in the year Mr. Thomas E. Garside intimated his 
intention of retiring from the position of Secretary — an 
office he had held with conspicuous ability for nineteen 
years. The quarterly meeting placed on record its apprecia- 
tion of his services, and subscribed a sum of money to the 
testimonial fund, originated by the Committee and Officers 
of the Society, for the purpose of presenting to Mr. Garside 
a portrait of himself. The vacancy was filled in by the 
appointment of a person to devote his whole time to the 
work of Secretary. Immediately after this appointment 
a Sub-Committee was appointed to investigate the checking 
systems in use at various societies, with a view to obtaining 
a better system than prevailed at that time in this Society. 
The metallic system was an easy method of giving checks ; 
their tangibility made them attractive, but the disadvantages 
of the system more than counteracted its good points. 
These checks not only could be but were bartered, and sold 
to other persons. The Committee oftentimes during the 
last twenty years of this method of checking had to caution 
members against selling them, ultimately threatening to 
expel members found so doing. After very careful investiga- 
tion the ** Climax " system was adopted, and, though some 
objection was at first raised, and much prejudice had to be 
overcome, the system now appears easy and simple enough. 
If a little more care could be exercised by the members in 
seeing that their right share number is on the ticket, the 
errors would be reduced to almost vanishing point. The 
advantage from the management standpoint is very great : 
it enables dividend to be paid on each quarter's sales, stops 
floating balances, prevents sale or transfer of checks, and is 
a very efi^ective method of tracing a member's payments 
and amount of trade done. 

The quarterly meeting, held October, 1896, reduced 
the interest on share capital to 4^ per cent, up to this time 
the rate of interest was 5 per cent from the commencement 
of the Society in 1857. 
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In 1899, an intimation that the imposition of counter- 
vailing duties were likely to be placed on the import 
of sugar into the United Kingdom thoroughly aroused 
Co-operators. This impost, it was calculated, would mean 
an additional yearly charge of £600,000 to Co-operative 
consumers alone. The Committee instructed the Secretary 
to write the County and Borough Members of Parliament, 
asking them to use every effort to prevent the duty being 
levied. The following is a copy of the letter sent : — 

July 18th, 1899. 

During a debate in the House of Commons, on June 15th last, 
influential members of the Government made certain statements 
and expressed certain opinions with regard to the imposition of 
countervailing duties on the import of sugar into the United 
Kingdom. 

The Committee of this Society, which numbers 1,480 members, 
and which is situated in your constituency, has viewed with great 
apprehension the aforementioned expressions. 

Ten years ago the Co-operators of the United Kingdom 
universally expressed their objection to the imposition of counter- 
vailing duties, with the result that Baron de Worms, on behalf of the 
Government of that time, withdrew the proposal that was before 
Parliament. Since that time the objections to countervailing duties 
have increased in force rather than diminished. It would be 
equivalent to the imposition of a very heavy tax upon the working 
classes in this country, of whom Co-operators comprise close upon 
one- fifth. 

We, therefore, respectfully ask that you will use your best 
influence to prevent any proposal coming forward for the imposition 
of countervailing duties. We. should take it as a favour if you would 
communicate to the Government your opinion of the inadvisability of 
taking such a step, if they have it in contemplation ; and that you 
would feel it your duty, as a representative of your constituency, to 
vote against such a project if it were brought forward. 

Hoping you will agree with us in this, and asking the favour of 
a reply, 

I am. 

On behalf of the Roy ton Co-operative Society Limited, 

Yours truly, 

Thomas Burton, Secretary. 

A few months after this letter had been sent, a series of 
questions were submitted to Co-operative Societies by the 
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Co-operative Union to test their views as to direct represen- 
tation of Co-operators in Parliament, and on other public 
bodies. These questions were considered, and it was unani- 
mously decided by the Royton members that the time was 
not ripe for such a proposal. 

The first quarterly meeting in 1901 passed a resolution 
of great importance to the Society's employes, by which it 
virtually accepted the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative 
Employes' minimum rate of wages — 24s. per week for male 
employes over 21 years of age, and who had worked five 
years for the Society. 

During the year another revision of rules was completed, 
many minor alterations were made, two alterations of great 
importance were insisted upon by the Registrar General, 
who, notwithstanding the protest of the Committee of 
Management, altered somewhat the status and method of 
appointing Educational Committee-men, he also struck out 
the rule requiring a redemption fund — this fund had been 
in existence for nearly 40 years, and was an accumulation 
of entrance fees, fines, and forfeits, which were to be debited 
as shares and thus rank for interest, held in reserve to 
secure the full repayment of all shares upon the dissolution 
of the Society. Upon the deletion of the rule the fund, 
amounting to £783. 17s. 5d., was applied to the reduction 
of fixed stock. 

The year 1902 will be remembered as the year when 
the attempt was made in several Lancashire towns to 
boycott Co-operative Stores, and also persons who had 
dealings with them. Although their was no need for undue 
alarm it was surely wise to be prepared for prompt and 
immediate defence. The distributive element of Co-opera- 
tion is but the beginning of the principle, and any attempt 
to thwart its beneficient design had to be quietly, judiciously, 
yet none the less firmly resisted. Co-operation does not 
claim, and certainly cannot allow others to claim. ^ n<^'5X55.^ 

D 
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interest in the earnings of the workers. In the matter of 
spending, full liberty should be allowed to those who earn 
and obtain the money, Co-operation being prepared without 
coercion to rely upon its inherent benefits for that measure 
of support which will lead it to higher achievements than 
those already attained. To resist this boycott and compen- 
sate sufferers thereby the Co-operative Union Limited 
obtained guarantees for a fund of £100,000. Towards this 
sum Royton Society guaranteed its proportionate share, 
viz., £80. Of this amount £4. 16s. has been paid. It is 
not expected, after the result of the plucky action of the 
Plymouth Society, that any further call will be made upon 
the guarantors. 

Towards the end of 1903, when the proposals to chang * 
the fiscal policy of the country were being brought promi- 
nently before the public, the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Co-operative Congress issued a circular to Co-operative 
Committees asking them to submit the following question 
to the members, so that it might be determined what action 
should be taken : Question — " Free Trade or Protection, 
which is it to be?" The Committee recommended the 
members in quarterly meeting assembled to take no action 
as a Society in the fiscal controversy pending. The 
question in all its bearings was being fully discussed on the 
platform and in the press, thus enabling persons to become 
acquainted with the subject, that at the proper time they 
might give their decision in the matter as citizens and 
not merely as Co-operators. The members unanimously 
endorsed the recommendation. 

The Society about this time guaranteed £50 to the 
funds of the British Cotton Growing Association, this sum 
was converted into 50 £1 shares when the Association was 
incorporated under Grant of Royal Charter. 

During the past two years efforts have been made to 
arrange for voting at Branches for Committee-men and 
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Auditors, also to limit the consecutive service of a member 
of the Committee to five years, but the quarterly and special 
meetings of members have refused to give the necessary 
povi^er to bring them into operation. 

In certain spheres there is much concern at times 
about "Apostolic Succession"; one begins to wonder 
whether there is such a thing as " Co-operative Succession," 
or is it merely coincidence. A member of the present Com- 
mittee of Management is the son of a former Committee-man 
who died while in service thirty-five years ago ; another 
member of the Committee is the son of a person who held 
the positions of President and Secretary (not concurrently) 
over forty years ago ; the present Treasurer is also a son of 
a former Committee-man who, more than thirty-five years 
ago, was rendering painstaking service to this Society ; the 
present Secretary, who was the first person appointed to 
devote the whole of his time to the office, is the son of the 
first appointed permanent shopman or manager in 1857. 
One of the members also of the Educational Committee 
belongs to a family which furnished two or three ardent 
workers and pioneers. In each of these cases a long series 
of years elapsed between the cessation of the fathers* services 
and the taking up of the work by the sons, so that parental 
influence or official power has no connection with the 
appointments. The only person now living that took any 
part in the establishment of the Society is Mr. Charles 
Coates, of Queen Street, whose membership has been twice 
broken through removal from the township, necessitated by 
his occupation. Mr. Travis Stansfield, of RadcliflFe Street, 
holds the double record of having the longest consecutive 
service as a member of the Committee of Management 
(17 years), and also of having the longest unbroken connec- 
tion as a member of the Society, his admission dating from 
January 11th, 1864. 

Short biographical sketches would have been interesting, 
the writer found, however, that such a course could cv^V^ V^^^ 
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partially accomplished — to have placed some in such a gallery 
as worthies and left others out would have been invidious — 
the next best thing has been done. A thoroughly complete 
list of all persons who have served as Committee-men or 
Officials during the fifty years will be found in the later 
pages, and the photos will help to a better location of these 
people. The inability to obtain photographs of many of the 
i early workers has been a disappointment. 

On July 6th, 1907, the children's celebration of the 
j jubilee took the form of a procession and gala. The following 

; description is taken from the Society's " Record " for 

I August : — 

I 

' Children's Gala. — This event, which has for months been antici- 

pated by both old and young, Committee and members, is now a thing 
of the past. In every respect save that of the weather it was very 
successful. The arrangements made for it were carried through 
without a hitch. 2,400 children turned out as full of glee and joyous 
expectancy as it was possible for them to be, and the claim will be 
allowed that in point of numbers and general interest Royton has 
beforetime not had its equal. Some remarkable figures were presented 
in the procession as to the Society's work and accomplishments during 
the last half century. Under the guidance and direction of the head 
marshal (Mr. J. W. Riley), the members of the General and Educa- 
tional Committees and officers, the employes of the Society, the 
willing services of the headmasters of the various day schools, and the 
assistance of Inspector Brandrick and his staff, the large procession 
moved in an orderly fashion round the town. Afterwards the children 
were regaled with buns, coffee, sweets, &c., the coffee being served in 
beautiful mugs containing a view of the new premises in Park Street, 
and the Society's name inscribed on a ribbon, with the words, 
"Jubilee, 1907," in the centre. The mugs were presented to the 
children as a "souvenir." Elaborate preparations had been made 
for entertaining the children and their parents or other adults in a 
field at High Barn. Unfortunately, about half-way through the 
performances rain intervened, and the field had to be abandoned. 
The Society's premises on Rochdale Road near the Town Hall were 
gaily decorated with trophies, Chinese lanterns, hanging and other 
plants, banners, bunting, &c. This outside display received a very 
pretty and efficient backing from the tastily dressed and draped 
windows of the shops and newsroom, for which we are indebted to 
the employes in those departments. The horses and lurries added 
greatly to the appearance of the procession, their grooming and 
dressing respectively reflecting credit on the carters. 
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CHAPTER III. 



The Establishment of Branch Shops. 
Grocery Department. 



No. 1. MiDDLETON RoAD. 

EARLY in the month of August, 1860, three years after 
the commencement of the Society, some of the Com- 
mittee were of opinion that the time had arrived for 
extending operations. A minute is recorded August 15th, 
1860: "That a special general meeting of the members of 
this Society shall be convened on August 24th, the purpose 
of which shall be the propriety of establishing a branch at 
Union." At the special meeting the members blocked the 
matter by the passage of the follovi^ing resolution : " That, 
in the opinion of this meeting, there exists no necessity for 
opening a branch shop, so long as we are w^ell accommodated 
in our present situation, which we can be for a larger 
number than we are at present.'' 

The next move in the direction of expansion was made 
in March, 1866. The village bellman was sent round calling 
a special meeting to decide upon the propriety of opening a 
branch in a shop in Fleet Street, belonging to John Buckley 
and Co., and being at the time unoccupied. The members 
again refused to endorse the extension. The determination 
to launch out was by no means allowed to expire, and, after 
quiet and persistent agitation in this pursuit, the plodders 
were rewarded. At the quarterly meeting held in the 
Village School on April 6th, 1869, the members expressed 
themselves as follows: "That this meeting is of opinion that 
there should be a branch store somewhere in Haggate 
Lane or Royton Lane connected with this establishment." 
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This declaration, made by the members, received the 
immediate attention of the Committee, and on May 3rd, 
1869, they resolved to bid the sum of £450 for the buildings, 
site, and shop fixtures situate in Haggate Lane, opposite to 
top of Mill Lane. This offer did not eventuate, and after 
some correspondence, which evidently did not tend to a 
speedy agreement, the July quarterly meeting instructed 
the Committee to write the owners, saying "That the 
property was dismissed from their idea, and their bidding 
abandoned." The Committee were urged to secure other 
property if possible, or, if need be, to lease land and build 
for the Society's accommodation. Mr. Thomas Andrew, 
owner of land at Haggate, was personally seen, and the 
Marquis de Rothwell written to, inquiring whether they had 
land to let for building purposes in Haggate Lane. Mr. 
Andrew offered a plot at 2Jd. per yard. The price was 
considered too high, and the offer not accepted. Several 
persons holding property were approached with a view to 
selling or letting, but without success. The determination 
of the Committee to open a branch in Haggate was very 
marked, however, and not to be easily quenched, and after 
months of untiring effort, it was agreed on August 16th, 1869, 
to take tenancy of a cottage in Haggate Lane belonging to 
John Wilson, and standing on land now occupied by the 
Haggate Wesleyan Sunday School. A Sub-Committee was 
formed to superintend alterations, and the shop was opened 
in October, 1869, by George Holden, junior, as principal 
shopman, and Thomas E. Gartside (afterwards Secretary of 
the Society) as check clerk. 

The annual meeting in January, 1872, resolved to build 
a new shop at Haggate. A plot of land was selected in 
H indie Street, and recommended to a special meeting of 
members in February as a suitable plot for leasing. The 
meeting, however, did not arrive at a decision, but adjourned 
the question till the following quarterly meeting in April. 
The Committee in the meantime had arranged for the 



Establishment of Grocery Branches. 57 

tenancy of premises occupied by Edwin Morton, thus the 
H indie Street scheme dropped. After a short time the 
premises at the top of Holdenfold Lane were leased from 
Thomas Holden for a term of years, and retained until the 
opening of the present premises in the last quarter of 1898. 
These buildings — the property of the Society — are erected 
upon land leased from R. R. Rothwell, Esq., for a term of 
999 years, dating from May 12th, 1897. The Society's first 
branch was thus 29 years before it was housed in premises 
belonging to itself. 

No. 2. — Dryclough, Oldham Road. 

In the month of December, 1873, the Committee 
appointed a few of their number to "look out" for a site 
suitable for a branch near to Edge Lane. The January, 
1874, annual meeting sanctioned the opening of a shop in 
this neighbourhood, and gave power for the renting of a shop 
between Dryclough and Longsight. Much inquiry and 
effort was put forth to accomplish the establishment of this 
branch. For some reason the Committee were unable to 
arrange for the leasing or renting of premises already 
erected, but being fully persuaded that the time for extending 
the Society's operations had arrived, and that Edge Lane 
was the place for such extension, they called a special 
meeting of the members on November 21st, 1876, and 
obtained consent to purchase the property formerly occupied 
by William Lucas- Saddler, and erected on the vacant 
portion of the land the present shop. On February 14th, 

1877, tenders were accepted to plans and specifications 
prepared by John Wild, Oldham. During the erection of 
the building labour disputes in some portions of the trades 
concerned took place, and the Committee had great difficulty 
in keeping matters right and work m progress in anything 
like a satisfactory manner. The shop was opened in April, 

1878, the Committee expressing the hope in the 82nd 
quarterly report just issued at that time "that the people in 
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the neighbourhood would give it their dutiful support." At 
the time this branch was opened the Society leased additional 
land from Sir J. P. P. Radcliffe, Bart., and subsequently 
built four cottages behind the shop, in Store Street. 

Concurrently with the erection of the above branch the 
Committee had been considering the opening of a branch at 
Dogford, but the quarterly meeting of members decided to 
leave over the further consideration of this district for a time. 

No. 3. — Chadderton. 

The third branch shop was opened at Luzley Brook, in 
premises belonging to Mr. Wood, during September quarter, 

1879, but, owing to laqji of adequate support, the Committee 
decided before the end of the same year to close the branch, 
but did not carry out their decision till June 11th, 1880. 
In the meantime the quarterly meeting held in January, 

1880, left the opening of a branch at Chadderton entirely to 
the discretion of the Committee, who, after making inquiries, 
were evidently not disposed to accept full responsibility, as 
they reported the result of their investigations to the first 
ordinary meeting of members held under the new rules, 
which had just come into operation. This meeting suggested 
that the matter be left in abeyance, until the inhabitants 
of Chadderton district petitioned the Committee asking for 
a branch to be opened in the neighbourhood. Ultimately 
the Committee rented a house and opened a branch shop 
near Logwood Mill. In their report submitted to the 
quarterly meeting of members held in the Philharmonic 
Institution, July 13th, 1880, the Committee said, " During 
the quarter we have found it necessary, owing to the small 
amount of business done, to close the branch shop at 
Luzley Brook ; we have, however, utilised the fixtures in 
the new branch which we have opened near Logwood Mill, 
Chadderton. There are at present many members in that 
neighbourhood, and as the shop has been opened for their 
convenience we trust that they will use their influence to 
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make the undertaking a success." The first quarter's 
receipts amounted to £325. 19s. 4d., which were considered 
very satisfactory. The branch has continually done a steady 
trade. In 1899 it was removed to larger premises at the 
easterly end of the same block of buildings, and is now 
doing a business of nearly £600 per quarter. 

No. 4. — BiRCHENCROFT. 

Thirty years ago the Committee of the Society were 
contemplating the opening of a branch at the Dogford end 
of the township, the matter was, however, allowed to 
simmer out after the decision of the quarterly meeting in 
1877, referred to in the report of No. 2 branch. It was 
revived, however, ten years ago with complete success. 
In 1896 the Society obtained the lease of the land at 
Brooklands, formerly in the possession of the late Robert 
Whitaker, Esq., to which they added a large plot leased 
direct from Sir J. P. P. Radcliife, Bart., and upon which 
they erected 23 houses. The large influx of members into 
this part of the township rendered necessary the opening 
of a branch. In 1897 a handsome and commodious building 
was erected from plans prepared by David Wolsten croft. 
It was opened for business at the latter end of the year, the 
first quarter's receipts being £990, which have now^ grown 
to £1,512 in the corresponding quarter nine years later. 

No. 5. LONGSIGHT. 

While the erection of the Birchencroft Branch was in 
progress the Committee turned their attention to Longsight, 
at the south end of our township. Two cottages were 
leased from Mr. Frank Whittaker, and converted one into 
a grocery, and the other into a butchering branch. These 
two shops were opened in October, 1897, and a considerable 
trade was soon built up, clearly demonstrating that the 
premises were too small for the requirements of the district. 
In June, 1903, land was leased at the corner of Oldham 
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Road and Beswick Street, and a well-apportioned structure 
erected thereon from plans, &c., prepared by Mr. Thomas 
W. Jenkins, Architect, Oldham. The new shops were opened 
in June, 1904, and have fully justified their establishment in 
the locality. The first full quarter's receipts ending March, 
1898, were: grocery department, £693; butchering, £203; 
and for the corresponding quarter ending March, 1907, 
£1,256 and £259 respectively. 

No. 6. — Shaw Road. 

The building of several new cotton mills, and subse- 
quently much cottage property in Shaw Road and Luzley 
Brook, once more brought to the consideration of the Com- 
mittee the advisability of opening a shop in that district. 
Notwithstanding the experiences of 27 years ago, which are 
recorded in another part of this chapter, they felt confident 
that the time had arrived when they could successfully 
establish a business in the locality. Much time and effort 
was spent in negotiating for a piece of land, but terms could 
not be satisfactorily arranged. Then efforts were made to 
purchase property standing in the most desirable part of 
Luzley Brook, but without success. Ultimately the shop 
218, Shaw Road, was offered to the Society and eventually 
purchased, the necessary alterations being made. In 
February, 1904, the sixth branch of the Society was opened 
for business, and is making steady progress. 

New Central Premises. 

When the celebration of the Society's Jubilee was first 
mentioned about three years ago, it was intimated that one 
desirable way of doing it would be to put up new central 
premises. It may not be generally known that, more than 
thirty-one years ago, at the July quarterly meeting, 1876, 
the members gave the Committee power to secure an eligible 
plot of land for the erection of a central store. 




LoNOBiGHT Shop. 




Shaw Roati Shop. 



fi-^'fM'H* l±»JiP""\ III: 



^;^3lj|f ,ji 




h 



'^4 




Establishment of Grocery Branches. 69 

To many people it has always seemed a mistake not 
to have gone on with the project at that time. It cannot 
now be further delayed if the growing needs of the Society 
are to be suitably met. The members realised this when 
they empowered the Committee in October, 1905, to lease 
a plot of land in Park Street and Radcliffe Street, upon 
which the new central premises are now being erected, and 
which will provide accommodation for furnishing, boots 
and shoes, grocery and provisions departments, together 
with general office, boardroom, large and small halls, to 
accommodate respectively 750 and 250 persons. In the rear 
of the main building will be a three-storey warehouse and 
a stable for ten horses. The contracts already let amount 
to £9,600. The Architect is Mr. R. Worcester, of the 
Co-operative Wholesale Society, Manchester. 




CHAPTER IV. 



Departmental Establishments. 



Drapery. 

ABOUT nine months after the commencement of the 
Society, and when a fair amount of success had been 
attained in the grocery and provision trade, the 
Committee turned their attention to things other than 
edibles, and in May, 1858, resolved: "To commence in the 
drapery line," ordering one piece of flannel to sell at four- 
teen pence per yard, also a quantity of check, striped, and 
w^hite shirtings. The new venture was stitched on to the 
grocery department, where it had not the best opportunity 
of showing vitality. Groceries, provisions, and drapery, do 
not strike one as a desirable mixture, and could only be 
tolerated for a period as a trial, to see if the new business 
would go. It does not appear to have done well in its early 
stages — in the printed report and balance sheet, June 30th, 
1866, the Committee said that very little business had been 
done in the drapery department for some time, but after 
the completion of alterations, then being made, they intended 
to enlarge the stock considerably and trusted to have the 
members support and co-operation. 

For some years after the extensions, however, the depart- 
ment was kept under the charge of the grocery shopmen, 
and the minutes of the Committee at this time show that 
much consideration and care was given to it. No article 
seems to have been introduced without special consideration 
and definite resolution, as the following records will show, 
taken from the minutes passed in 1867 : " That the shopman 
enter into black coburg chiefly, but that he be allowed to 
buy other colours according to his own discretion." " That 
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our shopman enter into the linen jacket trade." "That our 
shopman be allowed to enter into the table cloth business." 
As time advanced it became apparent that the employment 
of a female attendant in this department would be an 
advantage. In October, 1871, an appointment was made, 
and a sewing machine was purchased so that her spare time 
could be filled in by making articles such as working aprons, 
skirts, &c., &c. 

This first appointment was not a very fortunate one, and 
was termmated by the Committee after one year and nine 
months' duration. I n 1 873 Miss Jobson (Mrs. E. Longbottom) 
was selected to fill the vacancy, and for four years had 
charge of the department. The receipts in 1877, which at 
the time included boots, shoes, hardware, and what little 
trade was done in furniture, summed up to £2,665. Upon 
the resignation of Mrs. Longbottom in 1877, Miss Leach 
was appointed her successor, and retained the position for a 
little over two years, during this time the boot and shoe 
portion of the business was taken away and fixed up as a 
separate department. 

In July, 1879, Miss S. A. Woodcock (Mrs. Whitworth) 
was appointed to the position vacated by Miss Leach. 
The yearly receipts at this time were £1,346, being a 
considerable decrease upon the former quotation, brought 
about mainly by the removal of the boot and shoe section. 
During the 16J years Mrs. Whitworth was in the Society's 
service the sales increased from the sum stated to over 
£2,000 per annum. 

From March, 1896, to April, 1899, Miss Seville (Mrs. 
Manning) had charge of the department. Upon her resig- 
nation of the position Miss Kershaw, the present manageress, 
was appointed. In the year 1900 the drapery business was 
removed from Sandy Lane to the more commodious premises 
it now occupies in Rochdale Road, where, notwithstanding 
the heavy setback in its receipts by the retention of carpets, 
oilcloths, linoleums, &c., &c,, in the newly-created furnishing 
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department in Sandy Lane, it is making headway, its receipts 
being £800 more in 1906 than 1899, an increase which is 
still being maintained ; the first six months of the present 
year showing an advance of £272 upon any corresponding 
period since the removal to the present shop. 

Boots and Shoes. 

For some time before the adoption of a separate depart- 
ment for boots and shoes, a stock of these goods was kept 
in the drapery shop. They must of necessity have been 
limited in quantity and narrowed down in selection. There 
was no repairing department in connection with the Society, 
but arrangements were made, in the early part of 1878, with 
Mr. John Mason, boot and shoe maker, Sandy Lane, whereby 
dividend was paid to members upon repairs or purchases 
made from him. In 1879 the Committee determined to 
enter fully into this business, and a shop adjoining the 
central premises in Sandy Lane was rented, a quantity of 
tools were bought from the widow of a former tradesman in 
the village, and an advertisement for a practical shoemaker 
and dogger was inserted in the Oldham Evenijig Express. 
The first appointment was not a successful one and had 
soon to be changed. In July, 1879, Mr. George T. Dodd was 
appointed manager, and for a time things ran well, but 
eventually again fell back, sales diminished, and the depart- 
ment was a source of great anxiety to both Committee and 
manager. A plan of paying the manager by a sort of 
commission on receipts for new goods sold, and also a per- 
centage on repairs was adopted, with a view undoubtedly 
of inducing a little more vigour in the business, but the 
system did not seem to work satisfactorily. 

In 1881, through the resignation of Mr. Dodd, another 
change was made in the management by the appointment 
of Mr. Richard Milne, of Royton. This change did not 
arrest the downward trend of sales, and for five successive 
years falling receipts were registered, dropping from &^QS 
in 1880 to £573 in 1885. 
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In November, 1885, Mr. William Noble was appointed 
manager, and for over four years the volume of trade 
improved greatly under his management, the receipts being 
in 1886, 1887, 1888, and 1889, £967, £836, £957, and £1,012 
respectively. 

In March quarter, 1890, the boot and shoe department 
was removed from Sandy Lane to Rochdale Road, and for 
three years was under the control of Mr. George Strange, 
and steadily, but slowly, increased in volume. 

Since March, 1893, the department has been under the 

direction of the present manager, Mr. William Hall. In 

1894 and 1895 the sales amounted to over £1,300 per year — 

a figure not touched before or since in any one year. It is 

clearly evident that the loyalty of the members to their own 

business is not to-day what it was some year's ago, when, in 

1894, 1,251 members spent £1,331, while last year, 1906, 

1,788 members purchased only £1,194 worth of goods. The 

Society has been frequently under the necessity of circu- 
larising the members about this department, with the 

intention of removing the apathy existing in regard thereto. 

In the December quarter, 1906, an installation of machinery 

was made for repairing boots and shoes, and a considerable 

reduction in prices of repairs has also taken place; this 

alteration has thus far been fairly successful, judging from 

the increased trade done. The amount of cash received in 

June quarter, 1907, notwithstanding the heavy reduction in 

prices, was £74 higher than any previous quarter since the 

establishment of the department. It is quite within the 

power of the members to make this a successful branch of 

the Society's operations, especially if purchases of new goods, 

as well as repairs, are made from the department. 

Coal. 

In the month of July, 1878, the Society's first attempt 
at dealing in coal was initiated, four trucks of coal being 
the first order given, bills being issued that the coal would 
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be delivered to members at 7d. per cwt. The first full 
quarter's receipts were £181. 15s. 9^d. The business never 
got fairly established at the Railway Depot, probably arising 
from the fact that within three months of opening up the 
department arrangements were made with the Oldham, 
Middleton, and Rochdale Coal Co. to supply members from 
their local pit, upon agreed terms. This sort of dual 
arrangement as merchant and agent continued, but cannot 
be said to have prospered, and when the arrangement with 
the O. M. & R. Co. was broken off, the Society abandoned 
its Railway Depot trade, removed its coalman to grocery 
portering, and arranged with Mr. James Schofield, coal 
merchant, to supply coal to its customers, allowing the 
Society a dividend thereon, and they in turn paying the 
dividend to the members at the end of the quarter. Thus 
the first attempt degenerated into a mere agency, and 
receipts and expenditure on coal account disappeared from 
the balance sheet in 1881. It was not to be expected that 
one merchant alone would long be allowed to enjoy a 
monopoly of the members' trade, and applications from 
other traders poured in, so that by the close of the year 
1885 no less than four local dealers were supplying coal to 
the members, and allowing, through the Society, dividend 
thereon. After eleven years of this kind of dealing the 
Committee again determined to establish coal dealing under 
their own management and direction. 

In December, 1893, they discontinued the practice of 
giving checks to members on purchases made from other 
merchants. Messrs. R. Hasty, R. Wharton, and E. 
Longbottom were appointed as a Sub-Committee to take 
steps to establish the department, and in a very short time 
all the requisites, in the shape of coal office, bags, checks, 
horses, lurries, &c., were procured, and Mr. Jonathan 
Kershaw appointed manager of the department at the 
Railway Yard Depot. His services were cut short by 
sickness and death. His son, Mr. Samuel Kershaw, was 
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appointed in his place, and after a period of between two 
and three years he, too, succumbed, after an operation of 
amputation. Mr. John Mellor, who had attended to the 
duties during Mr. Kershaw's illness, was appointed his 
successor, and for nearly seven years laboured diligently and 
successfully, the business all the while increasing. In 
October, 1903, Mr. Mellor was seized with pneumonia, 
which proved fatal. Thus in less than ten years' time the 
Society had lost by death three overseers in this department 
alone. The present manager, Mr. John Robinson, was 
appointed in October, 1903, and under his charge the 
department is "forging ahead." The receipts in 1894 were 
£1,620 ; in 1906 they had grown to £5,158. 

Nearly the whole of the trade in house coal is now done 
in 1 cwt. bags. The weekly average of bags delivered in 
the first six months of the years 1905, 1906, and 1907, has 
been 2,204, 2,390, and 2,773 respectively. 

The Society has now four horses and lurries and ten 
railway wagons engaged in this department, the whole of 
which have been w^iped out by depreciation, and stand nil 
in the balance sheet. 

Butchering. 

The experiences of Co-operative Societies who have 
embarked in the butchering business are of a varied but 
mostly disappointing character; the reason for this does 
not appear to have been discovered as yet, or by this time 
the remedy would have been applied. 

Co-operators are not likely, however, to acknowledge 
that in the distribution of flesh meats there is anything to 
prevent the successful application of those methods and 
principles which have been so pronounced in the distribution 
of other commodities. 

In November, 1886, Messrs. S. Riley, E. SutclifPe, James 
Kershaw, and R. Hasty, were appointed a Sub-Committee 
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to inquire into the workings of the butchering departments 
of some of the neighbouring societies. They did so, 
and tendered a favourable report, consequently the full 
Committee decided to open a shop for the sale of butcher's 
meat. A local butcher of good repute offered to give up his 
business and place his services at the Society's disposal, 
providing they would pay a sum for the goodwill and fixtures 
in his shop. Another offer of a shop, with goodwill and 
fixtures, but excluding the personal services of the tenant, 
was also made. This second offer was accepted, and 
business commenced in one of the shops of the Market 
Buildings, Rochdale Road, Mr. Robert Rigg being appointed 
salesman. A very successful start was made, and in a few 
week's time another shop was opened in Royton Lane. The 
receipts for the first quarter were over £667. Mr. Rigg 
severed his connection with the Society after about six 
month's service, his place being taken by Mr. James Redfern, 
his assistant, who acted as managing butcher for nearly 
eleven years, during which time the receipts grew to over 
£8,400 per annum. In March, 1898, Mr. Redfern resigned 
his position as manager, his place being filled by Mr. 
Thomas Morton, the present manager. 

On January 5th, 1888, the third shop was opened at 
No. 48, Sandy Lane, in close proximity to the Central 
Grocery Premises. The next alteration was the removal, at 
the close of 1889, from the tenancy of the Market Hall shop 
into the Society's own newly-built premises connected with 
the newsroom extension scheme. 

In these three shops — Sandy Lane, Rochdale Road, and 
Royton Lane — the business was conducted with fair success 
until 1897. 

At the close of 1897 the Committee opened two 
additional shops, one at Birchencroft, and the other at 
Longsight. In December, 1900, an effort was made to 
establish a branch at Dryclough, but after two and a half 
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years* trial it was closed, not having received sufficient 
support to warrant the Committee in longer maintaining it. 

When the Birchencroft and Longsight branches were 
opened, the Committee felt sure that this principle of 
decentralisation, or bringing the shops to the members 
instead of the members to one central shop, would be so 
appreciated that a much larger turnover would result 
therefrom. Contrary to the experience of many other 
societies, who had successfully adopted this idea, this 
expectation has not been realised at Royton. 

The highest yearly receipts in this department were 
taken in 1894, with only three shops, viz., £8,424; while in 
1906, with five shops so situated as to render it unneccessary 
to travel any great distance to be served, the receipts were 
only £6,745, or, in other figures, the average annual 
purchases per member have dropped from £6. 18s. 2d. in 
1894 to £3. 15s. 2d. in 1906. 

Probably the altered conditions resulting from the 
importation of, and competition with, foreign and colonial 
meats, may have had something to do with this decrease. 
The fact nevertheless remains, that a Co-operative Society 
should be as well able to supply flesh meats as other needful 
foodstuffs, with comparative success. The accomplishment 
of this, however, is more in the power of the members 
than the Committee. 

Furnishing. 

The last opening of a seperate department was for 
furnishing and hardware. For a number of years a trade in 
these goods had been done in the drapery department, but, 
the shop becoming too small for the dual businesses, it was 
considered advisable about eight years ago to sever the 
connection, the Committee feeling confident that by so 
doing both departments would benefit by the opportunity 
of development on its own lines. Provision was made for 
the drapery section in the premises in Rochdale Road, thus 
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leaving the shop in Sandy Lane for the sole use of furniture, 
carpets, linoleums, &c., &c. This arrangement has worked 
out satisfactorily so far. 

This new department was placed in charge of Mr. T. 
Gartick, who still retains the position. The fluctuations in 
a department of this description will be easily understood, 
and even anticipated, many of the articles retailed being not 
so much necessities as luxuries. The receipts are soon 
influenced by any disturbances in the working conditions of 
the district, such as short time or other alterations which 
curtail the weekly income of the members. This was 
exemplified in 1904, when shortage or "manipulation" of 
cotton was responsible for reduced working hours in the 
district, causing a decrease in the receipts of all departments, 
but especially so in the furnishing department, which alone 
was £300 down compared with either 1902 or 1903, During 
the past two years the business has been growing again, the 
sales for the first six months of the present year being £141 
more than those recorded for the corresponding period in 
any year since the department was opened. 

Provision is being made in the new premises in Park 
Street for housing and extending this department. 




CHAPTER V. 



5mall <!^avings Bank. 

A SMALL savings bank is a very natural outgrowth of 
a Co-operative Society. What more logical or con- 
sistent could we expect from persons trained to 
carefulness in the spending of their money, and equally 
taught the necessity of husbanding what little they have 
left, than that they should, as far as possible, inculcate the 
same habits of thrift and carefulness in their children. 
The frequent visitation of the children to the bank with 
their pence will prove an introduction to the workings of a 
Society into which they naturally become more interested as 
they grow in years; thus the principles of Co-operation will 
be impressed upon their minds, and they in turn become 
intelligent adherents to and propagandists of the movement. 
Connection with the small savings bank will also tend to 
teach the desirability of looking after the little things or 
trifles, that even these may, by care and judicious usage, 
grow into large and important matters in later years. On 
the first Saturday in June, 1880, under the authority of a 
resolution passed by the Committee, who had obtained 
power by a provision made in the new rules just come into 
operation, a ** Penny Savings Bank" was opened under the 
charge of William Hawksworth and Benjamin R. Priestley, 
two members of the Committee, and was for a time con- 
ducted and attended to by members of the Committee of 
Management, there being at that time no permanent office 
staff. The average weekly deposits for the first quarter 
amounted to £1. 17s. lOd. The weekly average for the past 
year (1906) has been over £59. 

The bank was established under the Industrial and 
Provident Societies Act, 1876, which limited the amount 
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payable in one deposit to 5s., and the total sum which a 
person could hold to £20. The Act of 1893 raised the 
amount allowed per deposit from 5s. to 10s. at one time, 
but kept the aggregate sum allowed to the credit of the 
depositor at £20. 

There is, however, no limitation as to age or sex of 
depositors, consequently many people join the bank who 
have passed beyond the stage of childhood or even youth, thus 
the number of depositors whose weekly contributions were 
paid in shillings and not pence, made the name of " Penny 
Bank " somewhat of a misnomer. It is now known by the 
more fitting term of "Small Savings" both in the Society's 
vocabulary, and also in the Annual Schedules supplied to 
the Registrar General. 

It was soon found advisable to change the day of deposit 
from Saturday afternoon, and bring it nearer the time when 
wages were paid in the district. For a considerable time 
the bank was open on Friday night. This proved an 
advantageous change both in increasing the deposits and 
members, and in allowing a full command of the advantages 
offered by a Saturday afternoon holiday. A few years ago 
the day of deposit was again altered to Thursday, and the 
hours for receipt of deposits extended from one-and-a-half 
hours on Friday evening to nine hours on the Thursday. 
In 1904 arrangements were made to receive small savings 
bank deposits at Dryclough Branch on Friday evenings, 
from 6-45 to 7-30, to accommodate the Oldham Road, Shaw 
Road, and Longsight districts. A careful study of the 
statistical table attached will show the progress made both 
in depositors and contributions, the decline in 1903 and 1904 
being caused by the depression in trade, running of short 
time, and consequent reduction in the spending and saving 
power of working people. 
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SMALL SAVINGS BANK. 
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£ S. 


d. 


£ S. 


d. 


£ S. 


d. 




1880.. 


50 


3 6 


2 


5 


4 3 


94 


46 2 


14 


• • 


1881.. 


165 


7 IJ 


2 8 


4i 


47 7 


6 


166 10 


14 


170 
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CHAPTER VI. 



House Building Department. 

BEFORE the Society secured the power under its rules 
to loan out money for the building or buying of houses 
by its members, it had erected two blocks of house 
property, one in Spring Garden Street, and one in Store 
Street, with the purpose of retaining possession itself. 
During the past few years it has further extended this class 
of property by adding three houses to Birchencroft Branch 
and three to Middleton Road, making a total of fifteen 
houses built for rental and not sale. At the quarterly 
meeting held in April, 1891, the members requested the 
Committee to obtain information from neighbouring 
societies as to the principles and methods of conducting 
their house building departments, such information to be 
reported to the following meeting of members, when the 
whole question of the advisability of establishing such a 
department should be taken into consideration. While these 
investigations were being made, one hundred copies of 
extracts from the rules of the Oldham Equitable Society 
were obtained and circulated among the members, to assist 
in the elucidation of the matter at the members' meeting. 
The Secretary prepared a draft of rules meeting the require- 
ments of the Society, and, after submitting them to 
Eli Sutcliffe and Ernest Longbottom, the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman of the Society, presented them to the mem- 
bers in June, 1891, receiving the approval of the meeting, 
they were finally adopted at a special meeting held on July 
7th, and registered in due time. It was nearly three years 
after adoption before any application was made for loans. 

In 1896 the Committee secured the lease of the land in 
Rochdale Road, formerly in the possession of the late 
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Robert Whitaker, to which was added an additional plot 
containing 1,144 square yards, leased from Sir J. P. P. Rad- 
cliffe, Bart. On the easterly side of this estate, twenty-three 
houses were built by the Society, to which the name given 
to this close of land in the original lease was applied, viz,, 
" Birchencroft." These houses were soon sold, and con- 
siderable impetus was given to the demands made upon the 
house building fund. Three years later, in 1899, tenders 
were accepted for the erection of twenty-four houses on the 
westerly side of the estate, now named " Glen Grove " ; this 
block also, with the exception of two houses, has been sold 
to members. Appended will be found a statistical table 
showing the yearly progress of the fund since its inception, 
with total results for the whole period of its existence ; also 
a return of the number and cost of houses built by the 
Society and retained or sold up to December, 1906; also 
the number of houses (not built by the Society), but pur- 
chased by members, and the sums lent thereon, and also the 
amounts repaid. 



COTTAGE BUILDING ACCOUNT. 







Interest and 


Amount 




Balance 


Year. 


>\iiiOUiiC i^c 


III.. 


Expenses. 


Repaid. 




Owing. 




£ s. 


d. 


£ s. d. 


£ S. 


d. 


£ s. d. 


1894 .... 


550 





12 9 11 


62 18 


11 


499 11 


1895 .... 


814 





40 2 4 


242 16 


2 


1110 17 2 


1896 .... 


492 





60 2 5 


363 17 


8 


1299 1 11 


1897 .... 


• • • • 




47 17 7 


420 6 


8 


926 12 10 


1898 .... 


2292 





54 17 8 


162 10 


3 


3111 3 


1899 .... 


1 • • . . 




107 7 


976 3 


1 


2241 17 9 


1900 .... 


1 1496 





131 15 10 


635 13 


1 


3234 6 


1901 .... 


660 





134 18 9 
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4054 14 8 
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6597 17 9 
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1661 12 11 
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Houses Built bv the Societv whtch remain the Property o 
THE Society:— 



Total Amount Expended on said Houses £4,075 

Average Value per House £185 

Houses Built by the Society and Sold to Members: — 



Total Value of said Houses £10,285 

Amount Paid by Purchasers £7,409 

Amount Due to Society £2,876 

Average Cost per House when Purchased £228 

Money Lent by the Society to Mehberb for Purchase o 
Houses not Built by the Societv ;— 

Number of Houses on which Money has been Lent 47 

Total Amount Lent by Society £8.520 

Amount Repaid by Members £3,447 

Amount still Due to Society £5,073 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Educational Department. 

IN April, 1866, an extension and re-arrangement at the 
Sandy Lane premises placed at the disposal of the 
Committee a small room at the rear of the shop. It was 
in this small room the Society's first educational efforts 
were made. The list of papers comprised the Manchester 
Guardian and Manchester Examiner daily, the Penny Illus- 
trated Paper and Working Man weekly, and The Co-operator 
fortnightly. The room was closed at 10 o'clock each 
evening, all boys under 16, excepting the Society's servants^ 
were dismissed at 8-30. For ten years this room was used 
as a newsroom, when the growth of the business was such 
that it had to be closed and used as a storeroom. 

A quiet agitation was kept up for the establishment of 
another reading-room and also further educational work^ 
with the result that the quarterly meeting in April, 1878^ 
decided to place to reserve fund 2J per cent of the profits 
for the establishment of an educational department. In 
July, 1879, the members appointed five persons to revise 
the rules of the Society. The new rules provided for the 
appointment of a separate Committee to control educational 
matters. While the revisors were at work with the rules, 
another Committee, consisting of the following persons^ 
Whittaker Baron, John Breakell, William Newton, Joseph 
Whittaker, and George Schofield, were investigating the 
advisability of forming an educational department. These 
gentlemen presented a favourable report, and the Committee 
of Management were instructed to open another newsroom 
as soon as convenient, and to undertake the management 
of the same for the time being. In a few days a house and 
shop in Market Street was rented and fitted up as a 
newsroom. 
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The new rules having come into operation, the annual 
meeting of members in January, 1880, appointed the first 
separate Educational Committee, consisting of the following 
persons: Ernest Longbottom, David Wolstencroft, Robert 
Pickles, Jonathan Kershaw, and George Schofield. This 
Committee had a fairly good cash balance to begin operations 
with — the accumulation of eighteen months' previous pro- 
vision. The upkeep of the newsroom was more than 
provided for by the allowance from profits, and for a short 
time the grant was reduced from 2^ to 1 J per cent. 

It was impossible to accomplish much in the contracted 
area of the Market Street reading-room; larger premises 
were needful for development. In July, 1883, two members 
of the General Committee and two from the Educational 
Committee were appointed to meet representatives of the 
Temperance Seminary for the purpose of renting the whole 
or a part of their building for a newsroom. Terms, however, 
could not be agreed upon, and the Society gave instructions 
for the preparations of plans for the erection of a newsroom 
and some cottages. An offer from the members of the 
Temperance Seminary to sell their building for £750 stopped 
the progress of these erections, the quarterly meeting of 
members in July, 1884, adopting the recommendation of the 
Committee to purchase the building and furniture for the 
sum named. 

The ordinary meeting of members held in June, 1885, 
recommended the Educational Committee to establish 
classes for the study of various subjects during the following 
winter. This was done, and for a number of years successful 
classes were held for the study of hygiene, geology, 
electricity, physiology, &c. A Science and Art Committee 
was formed, on which several gentlemen in the district 
assisted the Society's Committee, notably the Rev. W. H. 
Gooch, the Vicar of Royton, his successor, the Rev. E. T. 
Wigg, Dr. Anderson, Dr. Young, and others. In 1889, 
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alterations to the building for business purposes rendered it 
inconvenient to continue the classes, the Committee intimated 
their discontinuance to the Royton School Board so that 
the Board might, as far as possible, continue the classes 
under their own supervision. After considerable effort and 
correspondence, conducted by Mr. Bleasdale, who was a 
member of the Educational Committee at this time, the 
School Board consented to continue the classes. Of the 
success of these classes there can be no doubt — Committee, 
teachers, and pupils working zealously and harmoniously 
together — results could not fail, no wonder that a pang of 
regret should be felt at their severance, as indicated in the 
following letter sent to the Educational Committee by one 

of the teachers : — 

11, Boundary Street, 
Rochdale, 

September 18th, 1889. 

Gentlemen, — I am sorry that circumstances make it necessary 
for you to give up the science classes that have been held in your 
rooms for the last four winters. I feel some regret in having to sever 
my connection with them, as I can look back with pleasure to many 
of the hours I have spent there, and I feel it incumbent upon me to 
express my thanks for the confidence placed in me during that period. 
It also affords me pleasure to know that we have worked together 
without any friction, and that now, when we have to separate, as it 
were, it is not on account of differences. I hope that the efforts 
made by you for educational purposes will result in many permanent 
advantages to your members and the locality in general. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Yours obediently, 

H. SILVERWOOD. 

The Committee has ever been ready to assist educa- 
tional development in any desirable direction by allowing 
the fiee use of its rooms to ambulance classes, giving of 
book prizes to stimulate students attending science and art 
classes, granting free admission tickets to industrial and 
other exhibitions, arranging visits to Co-operative productive 
works, distributing pamphlets, the introduction of social 
evenings, children's entertainments, lectures, concerts, &c. 
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It is to be somewhat regretted that the instructive side of 
their work does not always meet with the support it merits; 
this is undoubtedly to the loss of the members, as with 
better support a fuller and richer provision would be made 
by the Committee. Many serviceable lectures have been 
given. In 1889, through the influence of the late Robert 
Mellor, J. P., who also presided on the occasion, an instructive 
lecture was given by John Shaw, Esq., on " Electricity as a 
Motive Power." In 1893 Mr. Rush worth delivered a useful 
address on " Epidemic Diseases." In 1899 Mr. Lander, 
Director of the Co-operative Wholesale Society, gave an 
address on the "Power of Co-operation." In 1903 Mr. 
Aldridge gave a rousing lecture on the '* Housing Problem" 
(Mr. S. Smethurst in the chair). Probably the most popular 
lecture was delivered in November, 1904, under the presidency 
of Mr. Norris Bradbury, by J. Howard Reed, Esq., on 
"Cotton Growing." The claims of the British Cotton 
Growing Association were before the country at the time, 
which gave interest to the subject ; there was also a cotton 
plant in actual growth to be seen in the room, reared by Mr. 
S. Whittaker, Registrar at the Cemetery. The lecturer, by 
diagram, lantern slides, and a pleasing manner of delivery, 
gave a most instructive and interesting lecture. So im- 
pressed were the members of the Committee with its value 
that they called the attention of the Educational Committee 
of the Co-operative Union Limited to the highly educational 
character of the lecture, and recommended it to societies 
making inquiries for lectures, especially those in cotton 
spinning and manufacturing districts. 

A most important offer has recently been made to 
supply free of cost a copy of the Co-operative News weekly 
to any member who will give in his or her name to one of 
the grocery shop managers. This opportunity to acquaint 
themselves with the phases and developments of the move- 
ment ought to be appreciated by the members. The News 
is full of interesting matter, touching every part of 
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Co-operative life. Its pages being open for correspondence, 
the views of many persons are obtainable upon current 
topics. 

The Library. 

In the early part of the year 1881 the Committee 
purchased a number of books from the members of the 
Philharmonic Institution, for the sum of £10. 10s. These 
books formed the nucleus of a library. Many more volumes 
were immediately added, to which further instalments have 
been periodically made as readers have increased, until the 
total number of volumes reached nearly 1,900. The first 
Librarian was Robert Corderley, who held the office for a 
few years, and was succeeded by William Barlow, who 
retained the position until the library was recently closed. 
The average weekly issue of books for 15 years has been as 
follows: 1891 to 1895 inclusive, 70 volumes; 1896 to 1900 
inclusive, 115 volumes; 1901 to 1906 inclusive, 138 volumes. 

It will be fresh in the memory of the members that 
application was made to the Society by the Library Com- 
mittee of the Royton Urban District Council for the transfer 
of the books to the new Carnegie Free Library. This 
application received the careful consideration of the General 
and Educational Committees combined, who recommended 
the members to accede to the request, and thus evidence 
their willingness to help forward a movement tending to the 
public good of the township; the members unanimously 
agreed to the transfer. The Society is to be congratulated 
upon this handsome gift of over 1,850 volumes, approximately 
worth £240. In a letter dated February 23rd, 1907, the 
Free Library Committee, through their Clerk, acknowledged 
the receipt of the books, and conveyed "Their sincere 
thanks for, and appreciation of, the Society's generous and 
beneficial gift.*' 

The Society has been fortunate in securing the services 
of many gentlemen well able to help it in its educational 
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work, including the Clerk of the Local Board, the past and 
present Clerks and Members of the School Board, Higher 
Education Committee, and the County Education Sub- 
committee for this district. Subjoined is a full list of 
persons who have served on the Educational Committee 
since its institution at the quarterly meeting, January 
13th, 1880. 

PAST MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE. 

Duration 
of Service. 

Ernest Longbottom . . 2J years. 
David Wolstencroft. 1 

Robert Pickles 6 

Jonathan Kershaw . . 3 

John Sutcliffe 2.J 

Samuel Riley ..... . 2J 

Nicholas Fish 1 



»» 



»> 



>> 



»» 



>» 



Richard Wharton 5 

Robert Hasty 3J 



>> 



>» 



»> 





Duration 
of Service. 


James Kershaw 


. 1 ^ 


yrears. 


John W. Taylor 


. 8 


»» 


Thos. Bleasdale . . . 


.7i 


»i 


Whitworth Holden. 


.2i 


»» 


Manoah Fielding . . . 


.5 


»» 


(died 1892) 






William Barlow . . . . 


12 


»» 


RuEBEN Shaw 


9 


»» 


(died 1902) 







PRESENT MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE. 

George Schofield, who has been a Member of the Committee since 
its formation in 1880, excepting three months in 1882. 

Robert Smith elected in December, 1888. 

John W. Riley elected in September, 1893. 

Albert Kershaw elected in September, 1902. 

John W. Manning elected in June, 1904. 



SUMMARY CASH STATEMENT— Educational Department. 

From June, 1878, to March, 1907. 



Income. £ s. d. 

Grants from Profits . 3725 12 9 

All other Income 693 12 9^ 



£4419 5 6J^ 



Expenditure. £ s. d. 

On Library Account 433 17 3 

All other Expenses 3851 7 A\ 

Balance, March, 1907 134 Oil 



£4419 5 8^ 
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PERSONS WHO SERVED ON THE COMMITTEE 

OF MANAGEMENT 

From August, 1857, to December, 1861. 



They were elected in the following order, the first six named 
being the first Committee appointed after the formation of the Society. 
Term : two years, three retiring each year. 



John Mellor. 
Ernest Shaw. 
Charles Coates. 
John Kershaw. 
Abraham Stott. 
William Schofield. 
Thomas Coates. 
Henry Wrigley. 
William Buckley. 
James Baron. 



George Kershaw. 
James Butterworth. 
John Radcliffe. 
Abraham Kershaw. 
Thomas Hilton. 
George Holden. 
William Kershaw. 
Joseph Kenworthy. 
John Horrocks. 
Robert Hudson. 



At the quarterly meeting held on July 12th, 1861, the number 
of Committee-men was increased to eight persons, and on January 
13th, 1880, it was further augmented by an additional Committee- 
man, elected under new rules which had come in force, and still 
remains at nine persons. Since July 12th, 1861, the term of one year 
has obtained, a portion of the Committee being elected or re-elected 
each quarterly meeting. Appended is a complete list of Committee- 
men from 1862 to 1907, with the year or years in which they have 
served. 
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NAMES OF COMMITTEE-MEN AND 



1862 James Baron 
1863 



George Kershaw Georfje Holden 

William Stott 
„ Henry Winterbottom ,, 

Thomas Stansfield William Kershaw 

1864 ,, Edmund Kershaw ,, <« 
John Coates George Whittaker Henry Piatt 

1865 ,, Thomas Bentley ,, i. 
Saml. Winterbottom Edmund Cooper 



William Kershaw 
Joseph Walton 

f » 
John Horrocks 



John Kershaw 



1806 



Luke Dunkerley 



1867 



1868 



1869 



1870 



1871 



1872 



Horatio Ogden 

»» 
William Kenyon 

«« 
George Kershaw 

John Taylor 

Joseph Cooper 
William Kenyon 



James Wolstencroft 

Edmund Kershaw 
Thomas Bentley 
Henry Wild 
Luke Taylor 



Saml. Winterbottom Thomas Jackson 



1873 



Samuel Duckworth 
John Hudsf^n 



John Stansfield a 



1874 



George Holden 

«t 
Joseph Percival 

»» 
William Kenyon 

Robert Hudson 

»« 
Joseph Percival 

»» 
John Pickering 

«» 
Joseph Percival 



R 



James Piatt 



1875 



John Breakell 



1876 



Charles Coates 

»» 
John Taylor 

«» 
Edwin Fairbrother 

John Jackson 

f « 
John Stansfield B 



Thomas Kitchen 



LKtl\> 






1 1 






« 


1877 


Ed 


mund Kershaw 


«» 


Samuel Riley 




• 


1878 






9 * 






»» 


1879 






»» 






f 


1880 






Hamlet Cocker 






>t 


1881 






« t 






>• 


1882 






«» 






)t 


1883 






Edward Lyons 




George 


SchoHeld 


188 






»» 




Willian 


f 

1 Shaw 


1885 






R 






It 



James Kershaw 

John Stansfield a, Late of Radcliife Street. 

,, B, High Barn Street — Commercial Traveller. 

R Denotes resignation of office. 
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YEAR OF SERVICE, 1862 to 1907. 

1862 John Radcliffe J. Ken worthy Abm. Kershaw 
John Stansfield John Horrocks 

1863 „ A. Kershaw 

Joseph Taylor James Baron 

1864 ,, Abm. Baron ,, 
Henry Wrigley J. Butterworth 

1865 „ Luke Taylor 

William Stott James Lee 

William Taylor 

1866 ,, Abm. Stott 

Fred Dawson John Buckley 

Charles Coates 

1867 „ T. Stansfield 
John Pickering 

1868 „ J. Stansfield A 

S. Winterbottom 



Thomas Bentley 
E. Kershaw 
Henry Wild 



Thomas Hilton 
Robert Hudson 

Abraham Stott 

If 
James SutclifTe 

»» 
Robert Hudson 

ft 
Robert Standring 

Robert Hudson 



1869 


• t 


1870 


« • 


1871 


»« 


E. Fairbrother 




1872 


t » 


Robt Newton i" 




James Piatt 




1873 


John Taylor 


1874 


E. Kershaw 


Emnl. Wilson 




1875 


»» 


Robert Hudson 




1876 


»» 


1877 


Wm. Kenyon 


1878 


»» 


1879 


i» 


1880 


J. Breakell R 




James Piatt 


1881 


• • 


1882 


» • 



John Jackson 

«i 
S. Duckworth 

»♦ 
Horatio Ogden 

Cooper Kershaw 



K 



William Kenyon 



D. Wolstencroft 
S. Duckworth 



Joseph Cooper 

'» »f 

Travis Stansfield John Crowther 

C. E. Yardley 

»» t» 

H. Winterbottom 



,, B. R. Priestley r 

W. Hawksworth John Buckley 



Charles Heath 



1883 

1884 

Eli Sutcliffe 
1885 



* Died during their term of oFHce. 

R Denotes resignation of office. 

John Stansfield a, Late of Radcliffe Street. 
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1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 

1894 
1895 
1896 

1897 

1898 
1899 

1900 
1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 
1906 
1907 



Names of Committee-men and Year 

Edmund Kershaw James Kershaw Samuel Riley William Shaw 



• » 
« t 



Ephraim Hurst 



Thomas Taylor 



John Butterworth 



Walter Stott 



Richard Wharton 



John StansBeid c 






Thomas Valentine 



Whitworth Holden 



f ♦ 



Thomas Taylor 



William Heywood 



* Died during their term of office. 
R Denotes resignation of office. 
John Stansfield C, King Street — District Councillor. 
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OF Service, 1862 to 1907 — continued. 

1886 Eli Sutcliffe James Piatt Travis Stansfield W. Hawksworth Charles Heath r 

Robert Hasty 
loo7 ,, •« t« ti " 

loOO ,, ,, (t ti •» 

1889 ,, ,, It .» »t R 

1890 „ ,. „ ., E. Longbottom 

1891 ,, ., ,, •, 

loHa ,, ,, ,« X 

lo9<$ ,,R «,R It fi 

Robert Hasty John W. Taylor Thomas Rees 

1894 ,, Wm.Hickson ,, ,, 

1009 I, ti »» •« 



ft 
t» 



1896 




» R 




Willi 


iam Newton 


1897 






1898 






1899 






1900 






1901 






1902 






1903 




1 


1904 






1905 






1906 
1907 










t» 

Jas. Buckley 
»t 



* R 

John T. Gartside Whittaker Baron 



M 
tf 
• f 



ft 
t» 



-^ Died during their term of office. 
R Denotes resignation of office. 



106 Royton Industrial Co-operative Society Limited, 

COMPLETE LIST OF OFFICERS WITH THE YEAF 



President, Secretary. 

1857 Appointed each Meetinj; Thomas Lee 

1858 William Buckley 



Abraham Stott 



1860 



George Kershaw 
1861 
1862 James Baron 



Robert Kershaw 



Treasurer. 

Henry Wrigley 
Joseph Kershaw 



1863 John Horrocks 
Abraham Kershaw 
James Baron 

1864 John Horrocks 



George Whittaker 


James Baron 


1865 Luke Taylor 


n 




William Kershaw 




George Whittaker 


1866 Abraham Stott 


«• 


John Buckley 


James Baron 




Robert Peel Buckley 


1867 


t » 


John Pickering 




1868 


9 • 


George Holden 




John Pickering 




1869 


Buckley Buckley 


1870 


Henry Winterbottom 


Luke Taylor 




187! 


• • 


Kdvvin Fairbrother 




1872 


* • 


Joseph Percival 




1873 John Pickering 


« « 


Cooper Kershaw 




John StansKeld, junior 




1874 


1 • 


Cooper Kershaw 




Joseph Percival 




1875 


John StansHeld, junio 


Thomas Kitchen 




1876 


♦» 


Joseph Percival 


Thomas E. Gartside 


John Crowther 





Robert Whitehead 



1877 



1878 



Thomas Kitchen 
Charles E. Yardley 

ft 
Thomas Kitchen 
Samuel Riley 
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OR YEARS IN WHICH THEY SERVED, 1857 to 1907. 



Auditors. 
1857 Joseph Wrigley William Buckley 



1858 John Mellor 
Isaac Stott 

1859 Henry Mellor 
John Mellor 

1860 Edmund Taylor 

1861 

1862 Robert Kershaw 

Katcliffe Greenwood 

1863 

1864 

1865 William Jackson 



John Arthur Mellor 
John Crowther 
William Jackson 



Joseph Taylor 
John Mellor 



George Whittaker 
John Buckley 



Head Shopman or Manager. 
David Burton 



T. Lee and H. Mellor (pro tem.) 
Travis Buckley 



William Brierley 
Robert Kershaw 



1866 

Abraham Baron 

1867 

1868 

1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 Benjamin Shirt 

Ernest Longbottom 

1877 



Henry Winterbottom 



Joseph Percival 



John M. Jackson 



Benjamin Kershaw 



John Crowther 



Henry Riley 



Hamlet Cocker 



1878 



Whittaker Baron 
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Complete List of Officers with the Year oi 



President. 



1879 Henry Winterbottom 

Samuel Riley 
1880 

William Hawksworth 

Samuel Riley 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 

Charles Heath 

Samuel Riley 
1885 
1886 

1887 
1888 

Eli Sutcliffe 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 

Ernest Longbottom 
1894 
1895 

1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 

1903 
1904 



John W. Taylor 



1905 
1906 
1907 



Secretary. 
Thomas E. Gartside 



Treasurer. 
Robert Whitehead 



♦Thomas 



* First Permanent Secretary 



Charles 



Heath 



Burton 



Samuel 



-fWhittaker Baron 



B. Stansfield 



+ First Permanent Treasurer. 
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Years in which they served, 1857 to \901— continued. 

Auditors. 

1879 Ernest Longbottotn Whittaker Baron 

1880 Thomas Burton 



Head Shopman or Manager. 
Henry Riley 



1881 






, t 


1882 






!• 


1883 








1884 






1» 


1885 






f * 


1886 






• • 


1887 






f • 


1888 






,, 


1889 






t , 


1890 






, f 


1891 






« > 


1892 






tl 


1893 




Henry Riley, died May, 1893 






John 


Etherington 


1894 








1895 








Samuel B. StansBeld 








1896 








1897 








1898 








1899 








1900 


Ernest Kershaw 






1901 








1902 








Thomas Butterworth 








1903 








1904 








1905 








1906 








1907 
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PRESENT EMPLOYEES, AND THE DEPARTMENTS IN 
WHICH THEY ARE ENGAGED. 



Robert Leach 

Edmund Barnes 

Charles Smith 

Joseph Smith 

Samuel Walker 

George W. Gammon .... 
Richard Crowther .... 
Emmott Duckworth .... 

Henry Hilton 

Benjamin Platt 

William Butterworth. . 

Henry Stott 

Ralph Mellor 

Joseph Greenwood 

John T. Stansfield 

James W. Bairstow .... 
George C. Etherin'gton . 

George Perkins 

Benjamin HiRD 

Thomas Garlick 

Miss Kershaw 

Miss Wood 

William Hall 

Miss Wild 

Walter W. Wood 

William Dyson 

Cornelius Watts 

E. Grisdale 

Thomas Morton 

Charles Marsden 

John Lund 

John Hartley 

James T. Robinson 

Harry Bocking 

John Robinson 

Joseph Stott 

John Hy. Whitworth .. 

Alfred Turner 

Fred Wolstencroft. . . . 
Abraham Halliwell . . 
Wellington Marshall. . 

John Blomley 

James Jackson 



Office Clerk. 

Sandy Lane Grocery Department. 



Midd 



Porter, 
eton Road Grocery Department. 



»» 



Oldham Road 



»» 



Chadderton 
Birchencroft 



»» 



Longsight 



»» 



Shaw Road 

Sandy Lane Furnishing 



Rochda 



e Road Drapery 



»» 



Boot and Shoe 



Sandy Lane Butchering 



»» 



Rochdale Road 
Middleton Road 
Birchencroft 
Longsight 
Station Depot Coal 



Horse and Lurry man, Grocery Department. 

»» »> 

Caretaker, Newsrooms. 



u 



»» 
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©bituars* 

The following persons died during their term of office : — 

COMMITTEE-MEN. 

Mr. Robert Newton .. .. 1872. iMr. Whitvvorth Holden.. 1901. 

,, John Buckley 1882. ,, William Hickson 1902. 

,, Richard Wharton .. 1896. ,, Thomas Rees 1904. 



Mr. Henry Riley, Manager, Died in May, 1893. 

The following appreciation is inscribed on the Society's records, 
dated May 30th, 1893 :— 

••That this Board hereby unanimously place on record their 
appreciation of the sterling good qualities of the late Mr. 
Henry Riley, who for a period of over twenty years was the 
General Manager of this Society, and also express their deep 
and sincere sympathy with his widow and family in their 
bereavement." 



LIST OF CHARITIES SUPPORTED BY THE SOCIETY 



Manchester Royal Infirmary. 
Manchester Royal Eye Hospital. 



Manchester and Salford Hospital for Skin Diseases. 

Oldham Infirmary. 

Oldham Poor Children's Holiday Fund. 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

Police Children's Orphanage (through the Sports Fund). 

Royal National Lifeboat Institution. 
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STATEMENT OF" PROGRESS OF 











1 


^aid to Members. 




Year. 


No. of 
Members. 


Received for 
Goods. 



























Interest on Shares. 


Dividend. 






£ S. 


d. 


£ 


S. 


d. 


£ 


s. d. 


1876 .... 


750 


25767 9 


6.^ 


397 


2 


2 


3274 


14 1 


1877 .... 


816 


27654 17 


11" 


403 


15 


3 


3517 


2 


1878 .... 


833 


26545 17 


6i 


420 


12 


9 


3516 


8 2 


1879 .... 


827 


24320 16 


9i 


476 


16 


3 


3084 


7 3 


1880 .... 


858 


25693 7 


6 


516 


13 


9 


2946 


18 2 


1881 ... 


888 


25462 2 


llj 


437 


1 





2905 


17 6 


1882 . . . 


937 


25464 12 


9i 


482 


17 


1 


3593 


7 10 


1883 .... 


984 


26889 12 


lOi 


515 


6 


7 


3995 


13 5 


1884 .... 


1003 


26482 12 


2 


537 


7 


8 


4101 


18 


1885 .... 


1030 


25103 12 


5J 


535 


6 


1 


3940 


19 


1886 .... 


1048 


24363 8 


li 


551 


9 


7 


3498 


6 


1887 .... 


1060 


27716 9 


10 


588 


14 


3 


3779 


15 10 


1888 .... 


1069 


29728 2 


lOi 


594 


18 


11 


3916 


14 8 


1889 . . . 


1098 


31437 5 


8i 


497 


5 


6 


4150 


3 4 


1890 .... 


1116 


32379 10 


6 


504 


16 


4 


4353 


18 


1891 . . 


1152 


35894 10 


3 


513 


19 


9 


4857 





1892 .... 


1152 


35593 4 


4i 


529 


18 


4 


4990 


13 


1893 .... 


1198 


35263 10 


2 


517 


6 


1 


4636 


1 


1894 .... 


1266 


39200 14 


1 


556 


1 


2 


5254 


1 


1895 .,. 


1328 


38325 17 


14 


498 


4 


6 


5251 


2 4 


1896 ... 


1359 


38659 15 


4| 


506 





1 


5201 


8 


1897 .... 


1410 


40643 3 


6 


a451 


17 


llj 


5466 


9 9 


1898 .... 


1457 


44436 15 


5i 


484 


17 


5i 


5988 


11 3 


1899 .... 


1481 


44652 17 


7* 


493 


12 


84 


6109 


2 6 


1900 .... 


1517 


46505 9 


7 


519 


11 


94 


6274 


19 9 


1901 .. 


1569 


50002 3 


9.i 


548 


17 


1 


6721 


19 


1902 .... 


1618 


52310 5 


2 


567 


1 


9| 


7015 


10 


1903 .... 


1648 


52714 14 


8J 


572 


12 


10 


7226 


5 


1904 .... 


1685 


50848 3 


5i 


558 


10 


74 


6791 


16 3 


1905 .... 


1766 


56160 


11 


566 


15 


2 


7449 


6 9 


1906 .... 


1824 


57987 13 


7 


595 


15 


8 


7839 


8 3 


1124208 18 


9 


15941 


6 


2 


151649 


15 3 


From Al 
to Dec. 

Grand 1 


ig. 1857) 
1875 . . J 

rOTALS. . 


147078 14 


7 
4 


3730 


2 


7 


M4106 





1271287 13 


19671 

1 


8 


9 


165755 

1 


15 3 



(/ Interest Reduced from 5 to 4 J per cent. 
Average Yearly Dividend for the 18 years=ls. lOd. in the M. 
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SOCIETY SINCE COMMENCEMENT. 



.Memberi.anJPjnn. 1 Grants for ' 


Dividend. 


1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 


£ s. d. £ s. d. £ a. d. ; b. d. 
24 3 4i .... 2 10 ! 2 7i 
35 11 3 .... 5 10 2 8^ 
67 19 31 61 17 1 7 10 2 6^ 
70 17 3 75 13 8 2 10 2 7 
70 3 67 4 1 2 10 2 3 
7989 66 II 6 2 10 0,26 
54 18 10.1 93 1 2 10 2 9 
38 1 81 1 105 18 6 ! 6 10 2 11 
30 17 5 1 105 11 6 1 6 10 3 
fil34 9 5.1 ' 07 10 6 i 6 10 3 
222 10 2j 93 5 6 i 7 7 3 
308 14 11 99 17 7 7 2 Hi 
416 12 ^ 101 13 6 6 2 11 
523 2 3* 106 13 6 6 12 11 
476 5 9 lis 10 6 6 6 1 3 
549 4 1 127 2 ! 6 6 0,30 
S54 7 127 9 1 6 6 3 
527 0) 121 4 1 6 6 3 


1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 


425 17 10 139 17 6 10 8 3 
398 12 21 138 9 6 11 15 6 3 
419 11 2 145 16 f39 5 2 3 
460 19 21 154 19 6 31 18 3 
410 8 3 157 13 6 6 3 
437 6 S* 163 IZ 6 <;47 7 3 
478 8 175 16 14 12 3 
526 9 9 180 18 6 10 10 3 
554 10 2 183 12 13 13 3 
548 15 4 176 7 1 12 12 3 
500 6 S 199 14 fi 30 4 6 3 
497 4 7 208 7 6 26 5 3 




10306 10 3725 12 9 357 5 2 
813 2 3 .... 




10919 3 1 3725 12 (1 ^ 3^7 .i Z 



Roy ton— Past and Present. 



Ah ! lovely Royton — my sweet native place, 

Thy hills, thy valleys, and thy lofty trees. 
How late were vested with a double grace. 

When wafted by the balmy summer's breeze ! 
Thy plains now sullied by the smoking mills, 

Thy trees unhaunted by the vocal choir ; 
And e'en corrupted are thy purling rills 

By heated water and the village mire. 

SO wrote James Taylor, the Royton poet, three-quarters 
of a century ago, and ever since our township has, 
under the " improving hand of man," been surrender- 
ing whatever of natural beauty it once possessed. The 
probability is, however, that through the sturdy energy and 
industry of its inhabitants, it will be better known to the 
world for its commercial enterprise and success than ever 
it would have been for its scenic beauties. It must not be 
assumed that its people have been altogether carried away 
by a consuming desire for material possessions only. Royton 
has furnished a few notable instances of men, who, through 
anuch difficulty and unfavourable surroundings, attained to 
great knowledge and became leaders and authorities in the 
specific subjects, the study of which they had set themselves 
to master. A brief reference to a few of these worthies will 
be found in the later pages of this chapter, the record of 
^hich, it is to be hoped, will inspire the students of this 
present time to a determination to excel, as did these men 
•of old. 

In the History, Directory, and Gazetteer of the County 
Palatine of Lancaster, compiled by Edward Raines, and 
published in 1825, is found the following brief description 
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of Royton at that date : " The chapelry of Royton extends 
to the north of Oldham, and though the least of the three 
dependent townships (Chadderton and Crompton being the 
other two) in the Oldham township and parochial chapelry, 
it contains a population of upwards of 5,000 inhabitants. 
The village is situated in a deep valley, and is fast assuming 
the form of a regular town. There is here a small episcopal 
chapel, subject to Oldham, called St. Paul's, built in the 
year 1754, on land presented by Thomas Percival, Esq., of 
Royton Hall, for that purpose. The mansion, called Royton 
Hall, was long in the possession of the Byron family, the 
the ancestors of the illustrious poet of that name, and who 
were proprietors of the soil. After the decease of Mr. 
Percival this hall was occupied by Joseph Pickford, Esq. 
(afterwards Sir Joseph Radcliffe, Bart.), but it is now falling 
into decay. This township has the usual characteristics 
of the parish, the cotton manufactures prevail to a consider- 
able extent, and valuable beds of coal are found under at 
least one half the land." 

The following statistics are supplied by the above 
authority: population of Royton in the year 1714, 260 
persons; 1789, 1,584 persons; 1792, 1,728 persons; 1801, 
2,719 persons; 1811, 3,910 persons. 

In 1821 there was 774 houses, 808 families, 4,933 
persons, and the estimated annual value was £7,114. 
Comparing these figures with our present population, it 
will be seen that during the past 85 years we have multiplied 
our numbers by three, and the annual value of the township 
by more than ten times, our population to-day being nearly 
15,000, and our assessable value £73,420. 

The ancient family of the Radcliffes, of Royton Hall, 
are descended from Nicholas Fitz Gilbert de Radcliffe, 
youngest brother of Fitz Gilbert, the fourth Baron of 
Kendal in the time of Henry II., which Nicholas held the 
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manor of Oldham of his nephew William, the first Lord of 
Lancaster. This family of Radcliffes, long settled in the 
chapelry of Oldham, hecame connected by inter-marriage 
through successive ages with many of the principal families 
in the County of Lancaster, and William Radcliffe, Esq ^ 
by marriage with Elizabeth Dawson, a Yorkshire heiress, 
succeeded to the Milns-bridge estate in that County. This 
William dying without issue on September 26th, 1795, 
bequeathed his estate to his nephew, Joseph Pickford, Esq., 
of Althill, who, in compliance with the will of his maternal 
uncle, took the name of Radcliffe, and who for his "exem- 
plary exertions as a magistrate" was created a Baronet on 
November 2nd, 1813. He died in the year 1818, and was 
succeeded by Sir Joseph Radcliffe, Bart, of Campsall Park. 

Further information touching the history of Royton 
Hall may be found in Joseph Fielding's "Rural Historical 
Gleanings in South Lancashire," published in 1852. He 
says, "The Royton Hall was granted by Edward in the year 
1301 to Sir John de Byron, of Clayton, and was occupied 
during the latter part of the reign of Queen Elizabeth by 
John Byron (the younger), at which time much of the 
present house was built. Richard, the second Lord Byron, 
sold the estate in the year 1662 to Thomas Percival, 
of Manchester, merchant, whose great grand-daughter, 
Katherine Percival, having married in the year 1763 Joseph 
Pickford, Esq., of Althill, the estate descended to her only 
son, William Percival Pickford, Esq., who, dying without 
issue in the year 1815, devised it to his father. Sir Joseph 
Radcliffe, Bart., in whose son it is now vested. The Hall 
is divided into tenements, and appears to have undergone 
much alteration." A little careful consideration will make 
plain how both the Yorkshire and Lancashire Estates came 
into the possession of the same person ; also how the 
combination of names, Percival Pickford and Radcliffe, 
as still maintained by the present Lord of the Manor, was 
brought about. 



Royton — Past and Present. 117 

Having previously referred to the fact of several notable 
instances of self-culture and educational attainment under 
adverse conditions, I may now cite the following as proofs : — 

John Butterworth, the noted mathematician, son of 
John and Ann Butterworth, was born at Haggate on 
February 16th, 1774. He was the eldest of ten children. 
When three or four years of age he attended an old 
woman's school, and subsequently for a month or twq one 
summer, he attended a free school, but before he had 
learned to read he was taken away, and at six years of age 
was put to work at a Dutch wheel, where he earned one 
shilling and fourpence per week as wages. Later he was 
employed in winding bobbins, and at ten years of age he 
began to weave. He was between fifteen and twenty years 
of age before he could read or write well. He had no 
master to teach him, but he, with three or four other young 
men in a similar walk of life, met together and instructed 
each other at the close of their day's work. His first taste 
for mathematics was obtained through the reading of an 
old almanac. He associated himself with some working 
men in the neighbourhood who were fond of geometry. 
About 1794 he joined a mathematical and philosophical 
club in Oldham, from which he obtained the use of valuable 
books, which he read with avidity, and soon began to 
answer mathematical questions in public prints, ultimately 
becoming a regular contributor to the mathematical publica- 
tions of the day. In the years 1842-3 his health rapidly 
declined, and, being nearly seventy years of age, it was 
Impossible for him to support himself. Mr. E. W. Binney, 
representing a Manchester Society, came to Royton to visit 
Butterworth, and humorously tells how he was sent to three 
John Butterworths, one a shopkeeper, another a beerseller, 
and a third, a schoolmaster, neither of them being the 
person he was seeking. He then stated that the person 
he desired to see was a mathematician, when a woman 
exclaimed: "Oh! its owd Jack o' Ben's you want," and 
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he was immediately shown the house in which Butterworth 
lived. Mr. Binney subsequently adds that " Mr. Butterworth's 
manners were very pleasing, and showed more thorough 
natural gentility then I ever had previously met with. On 
my return from seeing him I felt that many of the best and 
greatest men who had ever appeared on the earth had sunk 
down unknown and forgotten. Such a pure lover of truth 
for its own sake has probably very rarely been met with, 
I saw him several times after, and always with increased 
admiration." Butterworth was interred in Royton church- 
yard on the first Sunday in December, 1845. A plain stone 
bearing an inscription as a tribute of respect from a 
few friends of the Literary and Philosophical Society, 
Manchester, was placed over his last resting place. His 
friends and admirers also erected a tablet inside St. Paul's 
Church. The following lines are taken from an elegy to 
the memory of Butterworth, written by James Taylor, the 
Royton poet, who was a contemporary: — 

Though poor through life, and oft by want oppressed, 
Yet with bright talents Butterworth was blest ; 
And in chill poverty these talents shone. 
Like radiant star-beams in the frigid zone. 
He was a genius bright, whose leisure time 
Was hallowed by pursuits the most sublime. 



Though scanty were his means, yet he was free. 
In soul the very source of charity ; 
His bounty came not like a summer flower — 
To grace with flaunting sweets the sunny bower. 
But like the Christmas rose, whose humble form 
Gives its sweet glories to the gloom and storm. 

Another person of great ability in the realm of mathe- 
matics was John Kay, son of Thomas and Sarah Kay, born 
at EUy Clough on July 16th, 1781. His educational training, 
at a day school, was soon cut short, so that he might 
commence handloom weaving. During his leisure hours, 
however, he increased his stock of information, and at 
eighteen years of age was sufficiently- qualified to take part 
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in the discussion of topics, and frequently distinguished 
himself by his unusual powers of oratory. Under the 
guidance and assistance of Mr. Butterworth, he made rapid 
strides in his studies. In 1810 he gained second prize in a 
competition annually arranged by the learned editor and 
proprietor of the "Gentleman's Diary," and in 1822 he 
produced a solution to a prize question in the " Gentleman's 
Mathematical Companion " which secured him first prize* 
At twenty years of age, Kay was elected constable of the 
township of Royton, an office he filled for many years with 
great satisfaction to the authorities ; he was also overseer 
of the poor of Royton for several years. He died December 
31st, 1824, at a comparatively early age, being only in his. 
forty-third year. His tombstone in St. Paul's churchyard 
bore the following inscription : — 

In Mathematics soared his noble mind, 
Peace robed his soul — he felt for all mankind; 
He loved true virtue, but disliked vain pride, 
Truth was his aim, and reason was his guicfg. 

Poet Taylor's estimate of Kay was crystallised in the 
following stanza : — 

In science he blazed as a sun ; 
In rhetoric he shone as a star ; 
In logic was surpassed by none ; 
Nor was he in worth, near or far. 

More than a century ago Royton was a rendezvous for 
botanists. In 1794, a society was established by John 
Mellor, a noted botanist, who acted as president, and Simon 
Mellor as secretary. The following persons took part in its 
formation : John Blunt, Henry Gartside, Dan Andrew, Dan 
Mellor, James Halliwell, Richard Kent, Simon Kent, James 
Mellor, and others. This society existed for forty years. It 
was broken up in 1834 and its library distributed among the 
members. Another society was established in 1844 and held 
at the house of Thomas Kay, Dogford. Monthly meetings 
were held ; John Mellor was president until his death, after 
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which William Bentley occupied the position. A brief 
memoir of the above-mentioned John Mellor may here be of 
interest. Born in 1767, of parents in humble circumstances, 
he followed the occupation of a handloom weaver for a few 
years, and afterwards commenced cotton spinning on a 
jenny. At thirty years of age he became a gardener — a 
pursuit more congenial to his taste. He had for companions 
such distinguished botanists as John Dewhurst, and George 
Cayley, of Manchester. Mellor used to make annual excur- 
sions into Yorkshire and the northern counties, and 
oftentimes in Scotland. During these excursion* he formed 
many acquaintances ; he was introduced to Earl Fitzwilliam, 
of Wentworth, who treated him with great respect, and 
purchased from him at various times many rare plants. Six 
times he traversed the Highlands of Scotland, and ascended 
Ben Nevis, Ben Lomond, and other mountains. In one of 
his excursions in Scotland, the produce of his long journey 
amounted to thirteen pounds. On examining his pockets, 
he found one of them rather thin and likely soon to wear 
through, so he tied a knot with three sovereigns in the 
corner of it. This action proved advantageous to him, as on 
reaching the neighbourhood of Kilmarnock, he was attacked 
in the dark by two men and robbed of ten sovereigns. The 
three in the knot luckily escaped notice and enabled Mellor 
to reach home. The cfeath of this extraordinary man took 
place on Thursday, October 5th, 1848, from an attack of 
English cholera, in the 82nd year of his age. His remains 
were interred in Royton churchyard, many well-known 
botanists being present, including Samuel Barlow, of Stake- 
hill, and William Bentley, of Royton. About four years 
after his death, friends and admirers erected a tablet to his 
memory; this memorial may still be seen in St. Paul's 
church. 

A short record of one more notable character may be 
permitted before leaving these references to past worthies, 
it is that of James Taylor, who pierced the domain of poetry. 
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He was born in an old cottage in Fleet Street, in 1794, his 
parents were so poor that, instead of being able to send him 
to school, he was made to bat cotton, which his mother 
afterwards picked, as a preparation to spinning ; he after- 
wards became a handloom weaver, and finally a power-loom 
weaver. To many people living to-day he will be remembered 
as a vendor of blacking, blacklead, &c., in his latter days. 
It was a very unexpected incident which forced to light the 
dormant possibilities of this local genius. He had arrived 
at the age of 24, and not in possession of the merest 
rudiments of education. Being met one day by Dr. Fitton, 
his cousin, in the street, the doctor complained of some 
illtreatment he was receiving from another party, when 
Taylor exclaimed that the man's conduct deserved 
"imposing." The doctor, laughing at Taylor's ignorance, 
left him, while he stood in mute astonishment wondering 
what it all meant. A poor woman, who had heard the 
conversation, said to Taylor, "you should have said 
* exposing,* instead of * imposing.' " She strongly advised 
him to learn to read, assuring him of the pleasure it would 
bring to him. He listened to the w^oman, his mind seemed to 
leap into life, and he hurried away to the village school, kept 
by Margaret Bottomley, and placed himself under her 
tuition for a short time. How much we are indebted to this 
" ministering angel," who thus kindly corrected and advised 
him, time itself may fail to reveal. In one of his poems 
referring to the village school, he has the following stanza 
touching this period of his life : — 

To it a passage 1 could ne'er explore, 

To learn its secret rudiments sublime ; 
Until my years arrived at twenty-four, 

Nor then but twice a week, and one month's time. 

He industriously pursued his efforts to improve his education, 
visiting schools to see how children held their pens and 
formed their letters, these exercises he practised at home 
during hours borrowed from sleep. Persevering in his task 
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he was able in 1825, or seven years after the incident related 
above, to publish his first volume of poems. He contributed 
to the Rochdale Recorder at times, under the signature of 
P.P. (" Poor Poet)." He died in great poverty in the early 
sixties. A local committee published a volume of his poems 
in 1864 for the benefit of his widow. 

In matters educational it may be fairly claimed that 
Royton has been noted for the success which attended the 
efforts of its people to educate themselves and each other 
long before any systematised methods were introduced or 
assisted by municipal or national sanction. In the former 
part of the nineteenth century its Sunday schools and 
libraries were of considerable benefit to all classes. In these 
days when the library idea is being " boomed," it may be 
interesting to know that more than a century ago this form 
of instruction had taken hold of our ancestors. The Hope 
and Anchor Library was formed in 1790. A well-regulated 
newsroom and library was commenced in 1845 in connection 
with Benjamin Dunkerley's Temperance Hotel in Sandy 
Lane. The Mechanics' Mutual School, founded in 1848, 
soon got together a good library, and in addition to these 
private lending libraries existed. 

In the decade 1840 to 1850, two institutions were 
commenced which have been of incalculable service to 
Royton. In 1840 a Temperance Sabbath School was 
opened in Lodge Street. A couple of years after its estab- 
lishment, what were called the " plug riots " took place. 
About a dozen young men, all factory operatives and members 
of the Temperance Society, unwilling to join the rioters, 
formed themselves into a society for the purpose of instruct- 
ing each other in various branches of education. In 1848 
they rented rooms which they fitted with chairs, desks, 
forms, &c., and soon obtained valuable apparatus in the 
shape of books, atlases, globes, and an organ. In 1851 they 
erected a new building at a cost of £400, in Rochdale Road 
(at that time called Park Road). At this time there were 
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about 80 members, and a library of 400 books. Two of its 
members worked their way to the Training College, Chester, 
another graduated at the university, and very many who 
obtained a great portion of their education in this institution 
have occupied places of trust and importance in the township. 
The building referred to above is now the property of the 
Royton Industrial Co-operative Society Limited. 

Another institution was commenced in 1848 by nine 
factory lads, who paid twopence a week and met in a room 
in Sandy Lane, where three evenings a week were devoted 
to schooling, and other nights to the reading of newspapers 
and periodicals. The curriculum included reading, writing, 
arithmetic, grammar, and music. This seminary ultimately 
developed into the Literary Institution, an organisation 
which forty-five or fifty years ago was an educational force 
in the township. From this institution came many of the 
pioneers in the establishment of the Co-operative Society, 
whose Jubilee celebration has called forth this little book. 

Very much of interest could be written concerning the 
introduction and development of the industries of the 
district. The celebrated De Foe in his "Tour through 
Great Britain," published in 1727, writes thus : " This part of 
the country seems to have been designed by providence for 
the very purposes to which it is now allotted — for carrying 
on a manufacture, which can nowhere be so easily supplied 
with the conveniences necessary for it. Nor is the industry 
of the people wanting to second these advantages. Though 
we met few people without doors, yet within we saw the 
houses full of lusty fellows, some at the dye vat, some at 
the loom, others dressing cloths, the women and children 
carding or spinning, all employed from the youngest to the 
oldest, scarce anything above four years old but its hands 

were sufficient for its own support The people in 

general live long. They enjoy good air, and under such 
circumstances hard labour is naturally attended with the 
blessing of health, if not riches.** About half a century 
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after the time above referred to, when the inventions of 
Arkwright and Hargreaves in spinning, and of John Lees, a 
quaker resident in Turf Lane, Royton (who introduced the 
perpetual revolving feeder to the carding machine), had 
become fully established, six small cotton mills were erected 
in the Oldham township, three moved by horse power, and 
three by water power. Two of these mills were erected in 
Royton, 1776 to 1778, viz., Top of Fold Mill by John 
and Edmund Taylor, horse power, and Thorp Clough Mill 
by Ralph Taylor, water power. About the year 1788, 
William Booth, a butcher and small manufacturer, residing 
in Royton, erected a cotton mill at Street Bridge. This 
building was pulled down about sixty years ago, and a 
building for bleaching purposes erected on the same spot 
by Mr. John Whewell. 

In 1790 fustian weaving and spinning were in operation, 
and in 1795 mules, or Bolton jennies, were introduced into 
the district by Mr. William Taylor, of Croft Head. These 
two allied industries were for a long time the principal 
trades, but, just as handloom fustian weaving declined very 
much from 1812 to 1820 — when looms which formerly cost 
about five pounds could be bought for so many shillings — so 
now, for some years, we have witnessed a decline in power- 
loom weaving, until to-day we are almost confined to 
spinning. 

In 1851 the population of the township of Royton was 
6,974, and the rateable value £13,642. 15s. The largest 
farmer was John Fitton, of Royton Park Farm, who was 
rated at £105. 8s. 4d. The owners of the oldest cotton 
mill, Henry Whittaker and Sons, rated at £142. Os. lOd. 
There were 118 county and 173 borough voters in the 
township at this time. 

Having regard to the importance of cleanliness as 
conducive to health, the firm of Messrs. Cooper, Downey 
Mills, erected a bath for their workpeople in 1850; it was 
also thrown open to the public at a small charge. Great 
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praise was due to the firm for the consideration shown to 
their workpeople and to the township by this action. The 
size of the bath was thirty feet by fifteen feet. 

Considerable improvement has taken place in the 
method and manner of local government during the past 
half century, having passed from the old Highway Board, 
through the Local Board stage, to that of the Urban 
District Council ; and as this development in the central 
authority has been taking place, it has brought about a 
corresponding improvement in the state of the township, 
which now possesses a. town hall, market hall, public library, 
a good sewage system, refuse destructor, and electric tram 
service ; the streets are better paved, cleaned, and lighted, 
and of recent years a much more vigorous and determined 
effort has been made by the District Council to obtain all 
the advantages possible to the community, as economically 
as efficiency would permit. The question of baths is now 
coming to the front, and probably before long this desirable 
addition will be made to the town's "fixed stock." 

The construction of the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway in the early sixties did much to open up channels 
of communication for trade and other purposes, and since 
then the development of the district has been steady and 
continuous. Private ownership of cotton mills has almost 
disappeared, and the formation of limited liability companies 
rapidly developed. Since the establishment of the Royton 
Spinning Company in 1871, twenty companies have been 
registered, and are now working twenty-five mills. The^e 
concerns have in the main been very successfully managed 
and worked, the result being a much wider distribution of 
the profits of our industries; thus the old order of a few 
leading and wealthy families is giving place to a wider 
and better growth of an increasing number of well-to-do 
artisans. 

Since 1851 the population of Royton has rather more 
than doubled itself, while the annual rateable value is more 
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than fii'e times the amount to-day than it was in 1851. 
Thus the wealth in property is outstripping the wealth in 
population. 

The principal buildings in the town— its churches, 
schools, institutions, and clubs — have all been enlarged or 
rebuilt in comparatively recent years. 

In 1825 Baines, the historian, said of Royton: "It is 
fast assuming the form of a regular town." May we not 
claim to-day that the assumption has been removed by the 
accomplishment. 
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